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Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1979 Erected Date: 1980

City: Detroit

Address: 646 Monroe Avenue

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Wayne

Township:

Lat: 42.24120000 / Long: -83.24630000

Web URL:

St. Mary´s Parish was founded by Father Martin 
Kundig in 1835 for the German-speaking Catholics 
in Detroit and is the third oldest Catholic parish in 
the city. The cornerstone for the original church 
was laid on the feast of Corpus Christi, June 19, 
1841, and the church was consecrated in honor of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on June 29, 1843. This High Victorian 
Romanesque-style structure was designed by 
German parishioner Peter Dederichs. The 
cornerstone was laid in 1884, and the edifice 
completed in 1885. St. Mary´s founded the city´s 
first black and Hispanic Catholic missions. Since 
1893 this parish has been guided by the Fathers of 
the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, C.S.Sp.
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