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Significant Date:

Two World Wars and the Depression (1915-1945)

Registry Year: 1976 Erected Date: 1978

City: Detroit

Address: 208 Mack Ave.

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Wayne

Township:

Lat: 42.34832900 / Long: -83.05548500

Web URL:

The Detroit Urban League began in 1916 with 
Forrester B. Washington as executive director, and 
Henry G. Stevens as president. The organization’s 
initial purpose was the improvement of the social, 
moral, and material status of the large number of 
blacks who migrated to the city during and directly 
after World War I. Its objectives expanded 
considerably under the leadership of John C. 
Dancy, executive director from 1918-60. The 
league has responded flexibly to ever-changing 
contemporary problems. Seeking employment and 
housing opportunities for blacks, this institution 
has also offered a variety of social services 
including health care and recreational facilities. 
Responding to a maturing city, and its 
circumstances, the Detroit Urban League 
continues to serve Detroit’s black community.
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