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Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1984 Erected Date: 1985

City: Ann Arbor

Address: East Kingsley Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Washtenaw

Township: Ann Arbor

Lat: 42.28461000 / Long: -83.74106000

Web URL:

In 1831 Father Patrick O’Kelly came from Detroit 
to minister to the Irish Catholics in the Washtenaw 
area. He offered his first mass in Ann Arbor on July 
12, 1835, in a home located on land bounded by 
Detroit, Kingsley, and Fifth Streets. St. Thomas 
parish took more permanent form in 1840, when, 
under the leadership of Father Thomas Cullen, it 
purchased land on Kingsley Street near Division 
Street and built Ann Arbor’s first brick church. It 
established a parochial school in 1868. The church 
site was purchased in 1883. The present church, 
begun in 1896 under Father Edward D. Kelly, was 
dedicated in 1899. Its granite fieldstone and Bailey 
bluestone were donated and hauled to the site by 
parishioners and area farmers. The first hospital to 
serve the community and two additional Ann 
Arbor Catholic parishes emerged from St. Thomas 
Parish.
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