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Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 2006 Erected Date: 2007

City: Cass City

Address: M-81 (Cass City Road) at Schwegler Rd

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Tuscola

Township: Elkland

Lat: 43.60103300 / Long: -83.15444900

Web URL:

The state highway system began with the State 
Reward Road program, created by the Michigan 
Legislature in 1905. The program provided 
"rewards" to local governments for road 
improvements made according to state standards. 
Horatio "Good Roads" Earle, the state highway 
commissioner, traveled the state drumming up 
interest in road improvements. Elkland Township 
was the first municipality to receive a reward. 
Spending $985, the township widened (to nine 
feet) and graveled one mile of rutted wagon road 
(later M-81) between the corner of Elkland 
Cemetery and what became Crawford Road. The 
township then received a $500 reward. State 
Reward Road No. 1 marked the beginning of state 
aid for local roads.

State Reward Road No. 1

 Front - Title/Description

 Back - Title/Description


