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Significant Date:

Two World Wars and the Depression (1915-1945)

Registry Year: 1980 Erected Date: 1982

City: St. Charles

Address: 12633 Beaver Rd.

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Saginaw

Township:

Lat: 43.31471800 / Long: -84.16531000

Web URL:

Coal was discovered in the St. Charles area in 
1896. On this site in 1917 the Robert Gage Coal 
Company sunk a shaft two hundred feet beneath 
the surface. The main entry off the shaft was 
about three miles long. At times, the mine 
employed as many as four hundred men, who 
worked in pairs. In 1919 a miner earned sixty to 
seventy cents per ton. After undercutting and 
blasting coal from seams twenty-two to sixty-four 
inches thick, miners shoveled it into cars that were 
pulled by mules and electric motors to the cage, 
where it was lifted up the shaft to the tipple. It 
was then sorted, weighed and loaded into railroad 
cars. The highest grade of bituminous coal in 
Michigan was mined here until 1931, when the 
shift to other fuels and competition from higher 
grade coal in other states made it necessary to 
close.
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