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NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

Significant Date:
Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1957 Erected Date: 1965

Marker Location

Address: State St and Campus Dr.
City: Big Rapids

State: Ml  ZipCode:

County: Mecosta

Township: Big Rapids

Lat: 43.68671100 / Long: -85.48037000

Web URL:
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Ferris Institute

This college was founded in 1884 by Woodbridge
N. Ferris as the Big Rapids Industrial School. His
objective was to provide low cost, practical
training for all with a real desire to study,
regardless of a lack of previous formal education.
The school began with rented quarters and fifteen
students. The first courses were commerce and
college preparatory work. Programs in trade-
technical work, pharmacy, and teacher training
followed. A pioneer school of its kind, it became a
state school in 1949.
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Ferris State College

This college was founded in 1884 by Woodbridge
N. Ferris as the Big Rapids Industrial School,
renamed Ferris Institute in 1895. His objective was
to provide low cost, practical training for all with a
real desire to study, regardless of a lack of
previous formal education. The school began with
rented quarters and fifteen students. The first
courses were commerce and college preparatory
work. Programs in trade-technical work, pharmacy
and teacher training followed. A pioneer school of
its kind, Ferris became a state college in 1949. By
action of the legislature in 1963, it was renamed
Ferris State College.



