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Significant Date:
Native People and the French (< 1760)

Registry Year: 1986 Erected Date: 1987

Marker Location |

Address: 501 South Front St.
City: Marquette

State: Ml  ZipCode:
County: Marquette
Township: Marquette

Lat: 46.53967600 / Long: -87.39336400
Web URL:
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Jacques Marquette

During the seventeenth century, dedicated Jesuit
missionaries forged into the North American
wilderness to live and work among the native
peoples of the Great Lakes region. In September
1666, at age twenty-nine, Father Jacques
Marguette arrived in Quebec. He then helped
establish a mission in Sault Ste. Marie, worked at
the Mission of Ste. Esprit in the Chequamegon Bay
area, and founded a mission in St. Ignace. In 1673
Marquette and Louis Jolliet explored the
Mississippi River as far south as the Arkansas
River. Two years later Marquette fulfilled his
promise to return to the lllinois people. lliness cut
short his ministry and on May 18, 1675, he died
while returning to St. Ignace. In 1677 Odawa
Indians returned his remains to St. Ignace for
burial beneath the floor of his mission.
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