
Historical Marker - S140 - Great Fire of 1871 (Marker ID#:S140)

Significant Date:

Civil War and After (1860-1875)

Registry Year: 1957 Erected Date: 1957

City: Manistee Township

Address: Orchard Beach State Park

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Manistee

Township: Manistee

Lat: 44.28124900 / Long: -86.31494500

Web URL:

On October 8, 1871, the day the famous Chicago 
fire began, equally terrible fires broke out on Lake 
Michigan’s east coast in forests parched by a hot, 
dry summer. The flames were fanned by high 
winds. In a few hours most of Holland and 
Manistee lay in smoldering ruins, a fate other 
coastal towns barely escaped. The fires swept on 
across the state, clear to Lake Huron, destroying 
some two million acres of trees. Relief for the 
thousands of victims came from all over Michigan 
and the nation.
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