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Significant Date:

Two World Wars and the Depression (1915-1945)

Registry Year: 1976 Erected Date: 1976

City: Warren

Address: 4280 East Thirteen Mile Road

State: MI ZipCode: 48092

 Marker Location

County: Macomb

Township: Warren

Lat: 42.51975600 / Long: -83.06553700

Web URL:

Detroit Memorial Park Cemetery was organized in 
1925 to serve the rapidly expanding post-war 
Detroit black population. Concerned with the 
indignities and poor quality of service received by 
the black community, several distinguished 
Detroiters established the cemetery to provide 
reasonably priced and dignified burials. This was 
the first black-owned and operated business of its 
kind in the state. Its incorporators included Charles 
Diggs, a mortician and acknowledged founder, and 
Dr. Aaron Toodle, a druggist and first president. By 
careful management the cemetery corporation 
survived the Great Depression and expanded into 
financial services. Famous inventor, Elijah McCoy, 
is buried here among doctors, lawyers, ministers, 
teachers, and business, civic and political leaders.
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