Historical Marker - L1142A - Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway / Bridge

(Marker ID#:L1142A)

Significant Date:
Civil War and After (1860-1875)

Registry Year: 1984 Erected Date: 2008

Marker Location

Address: East Main at Bean Creek
City: Hudson
State: Ml  ZipCode: 49247
County: Lenawee

Township: Hudson

Lat: 41.85533811 / Long: -84.35120344

Web URL:
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Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway

The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway
organized on May 27, 1869. The railroad’s main
line linked Buffalo, New York, with Chicago. The
railroad played a vital role in transporting not only
passengers, but also the materials that fed the
nation’s burgeoning industries. Between 1873 and
1898, the L.S. & M.S. handled over 6 million tons
of coal and 15 million tons of ore. The railway
merged with the New York Central in 1914.
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Bridge

This bridge, built in 1871-72 of sandstone from
Berea, Ohio, crosses Bean Creek on the main line
of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway.
The span of the arch measures 60 feet. By 1892,
of 223 bridges over 1413 miles of track along the
line, only 22 were built of stone. Stone arch
bridges are rare in Michigan. This bridge and one
near Adrian are the state’s oldest examples. The
bridge was removed from rail service in 1962.



