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Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1986 Erected Date: 1987

City: Grand Rapids

Address: 450 Madison SE

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Kent

Township: Grand Rapids

Lat: 42.95478200 / Long: -85.65912700

Web URL:

This house was built in 1908-09 for local clothier 
Meyer S. May and his wife, Sophie Amberg. Frank 
Lloyd Wright designed the house in the Prairie 
style. It was his first major commission in 
Michigan. May was the son of Abraham May, 
founder of A. May and Sons clothing store. In 1906 
Meyer became president of the store, which was 
the first in the nation to display clothes on Batts 
hangers. Meyer May lived here until his death in 
1936. The house was used as a private residence 
until 1985. In 1986 Steelcase Incorporated began 
the complete restoration of the house, its interior, 
and grounds.
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