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Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1971 Erected Date: 1983

City: Grand Rapids

Address: 61 Sheldon Street SE

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Kent

Township: Grand Rapids

Lat: 42.96162100 / Long: -85.66673200

Web URL:

In 1870 six women who had been meeting for a 
year to study history, organized Grand Rapids’s 
first Ladies Literary Association. The group was 
also instrumental in opening the first public library 
in the city that same year. In 1882 the association 
incorporated as the Ladies Literary Club of Grand 
Rapids. It built this Richardsonian Romanesque-
style meetinghouse for six thousand dollars in 
1887. Designed by William G. Robinson, it is one of 
the earliest Michigan structures built as a women’s 
club.
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