
Historical Marker - S235 - Aquinas College (Marker ID#:S235)

Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1962 Erected Date: 1962

City: Grand Rapids

Address: 1607 Robinson SE

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Kent

Township: Grand Rapids

Lat: 42.96056800 / Long: -85.62499500

Web URL:

Aquinas had its beginning in 1887 as the Novitiate 
Normal School of the Dominican Sisters of 
Marywood. In 1922 it became Marywood College 
of the Sacred Heart. When the college was moved 
downtown in 1931, it became the coeducational 
Catholic Junior College. It began operating as a 
four-year college in 1940 and was named in honor 
of the great medieval theologian and philosopher, 
Saint Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas is primarily a 
liberal arts college. It was moved to this campus, 
the former Lowe estate, in 1945.
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