
Historical Marker - S132 - Furniture Industry (Marker ID#:S132)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1957 Erected Date: 1958

City: Grand Rapids

Address: 272 Pearl Street NW

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Kent

Township: Walker

Lat: 42.96576100 / Long: -85.67727100

Web URL:

The first cabinet maker in Grand Rapids was 
William Haldane, who in 1837 set up a shop in his 
home at the corner of Pearl and Ottawa Streets. 
During the ensuing decades Grand Rapids 
attracted increasing numbers of furniture 
craftsmen. Under able business management 
Grand Rapids had developed into the furniture 
capital of America by the 1880s. Buyers the world 
over come for the furniture markets, first held in 
1878. Grand Rapids today ranks among the leaders 
of the industry in quality, style, and design.
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