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Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 2000 Erected Date: 2001

City: Vicksburg

Address: 215 W. Prairie Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Kalamazoo

Township: Schoolcraft

Lat: 42.11982000 / Long: -85.53434100

Web URL:

In 1831 John Vickers built a brush dam over the 
eight-foot waterfall on Portage Creek and erected 
a log gristmill. The mill is believed to have been 
the first mill in Kalamazoo County. The dam 
created a pond that supplied waterpower to the 
mill, and formed the sizeable Sunset Lake, around 
which pioneers built homes and set up businesses. 
Vickers died in 1842. On October 18, 1871, the 
village was incorporated as Brady, but one day 
later, a petition passed to rename it Vicksburg.
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