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Significant Date:
Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1957 Erected Date: 1957

Marker Location

Address: WMU Campus
City: Kalamazoo

State: Ml  ZipCode:
County: Kalamazoo
Township: Kalamazoo

Lat: 42.28388100 / Long: -85.61280100

Web URL:
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Western Michigan University

Established by legislative act in 1903 as Western
State Normal School, the first classes were held in
1904. The first permanent building, completed in
1905, overlooked the city from Prospect Hill. By
the 1920s Western had become one of America’s
leading teachers’ colleges. Starting in 1934 general
degree work was offered. An expansion program
on the west campus began in 1944, Increasing
enrollment and the addition of new departments
and courses during the 1940s and 1950s made
Western a multi-purpose institution and led to its
designation as a university by an act of the
legislature in 1957.
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