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Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1979 Erected Date: 1980

City: Mason

Address: 725 East Ash Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Ingham

Township: Vevay

Lat: 42.57808400 / Long: -84.43107700

Web URL:

This handsome brick structure, said to be the 
oldest remaining house in Mason, is one of the 
most elaborate and best preserved Greek Revival 
houses in Ingham County. Pioneer John Rayner, a 
native of New York State, began construction of 
this farmhouse in 1840. The original Rayner farm 
totaled 320 acres. The ponds in the park opposite 
this site were dug to supply ice for early Mason. 
The remaining outbuilding contains a blacksmith 
shop and an icehouse. The twin sons of Chief 
Okemos played here with Rayner’s oldest son, 
William. The Rayner family had a major impact 
upon early Mason, owning the slaughterhouse, ice 
ponds and the Rayner Opera House. At the time of 
his death in 1879, John Rayner was called “one of 
the most opulent men of the county,” having 
acquired thousands of acres of land in Ingham and 
adjacent counties.
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