
Historical Marker - S369 - Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse (Marker ID#:S369)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1972 Erected Date: 2006

City: Port Hope

Address: 7320 Lighthouse Road

State: MI ZipCode: 48468

 Marker Location

County: Huron

Township: Huron

Lat: 44.02209555 / Long: -82.79417037

Web URL:

The Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse and Lifesaving 
Station aided mariners for over a century, 
beginning in 1847.  That year the U.S. Lighthouse 
Service built the first lighthouse on this site to 
mark the turning point of Lake Huron into Saginaw 
Bay and to warn of shallow waters.  Catherine 
Shook became Michigan’s first female light keeper 
when she took over for her husband, Peter, after 
he drowned in 1849.  In 1857 the lighthouse and 
dwelling were replaced with the present 89-foot 
tower and attached house.  In 1908 the brick 
assistant keeper’s house was built.  The lighthouse 
was fully automated in 1934.  Five years later the 
last keeper retired, and the lifesaving station, 
made up of 15 buildings, was decommissioned.
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