
Historical Marker - L1733C - Whitefish Township (Marker ID#:L1733C)

Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1990 Erected Date: 1990

City: Paradise

Address: M-123

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Chippewa

Township: Whitefish

Lat: 46.60947300 / Long: -85.03761200

Web URL:

In 1849 the Whitefish Point Lighthouse was put 
into service. Soon after the township was 
organized in 1888, lumber towns such as Emerson 
and Shelldrake emerged at the mouth of the 
Tahquamenon and Shelldrake Rivers. Paradise was 
established in 1925. In the 1920s lumbering 
declined and fires burned the cutover land, 
creating a rich soil for blueberries. Cranberry and 
blueberry cultivation, as well as commercial fishing 
on Whitefish Bay sustained the area’s economy.
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