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Samuel W. Hill, legendary figure of the northland, 
surveyed the Great Lakes’ harbors in 1840-44 and 
worked with Dr. Douglass Houghton on the first 
geological survey of the Upper Peninsula in 1845. 
He was later involved with the sale of land and the 
building of roads and canals in the area. For many 
years he directed some of the most successful 
copper mines of the Lake Superior region. Twice 
elected to the state legislature, Hill retired to this 
house in 1875. He died in 1889.
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