Historical Marker - S0344 - Saint Mary's (Marker ID#:50344)

NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

Significant Date:
Civil War and After (1860-1875)

Registry Year: 1971 Erected Date: 1972

Marker Location

Address: 211 South Lincoln
City: Niles
State: Ml  ZipCode:
County: Berrien
Township: Niles

Lat: 41.82511300 / Long: -86.26373800

Web URL:
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Saint Mary's

The Roman Catholic Church in Niles traces its
origins to the Indian mission established at nearby
Fort St. Joseph in the late 1600s. Re established at
Bertrand, three miles south of Niles, in the 1830s,
the mission moved into town in 1849 and was
renamed St. Francis’s. In 1866 the cornerstone of
the present building was laid, and on December
11, 1870, the church was dedicated to St. Mary.
Designed by Rufus Rose of Niles, with later
modifications by Father John Cappon, the church
was completed in 1890 with the construction of
the Gothic tower. Father Cappon, known as the
“parish’s greatest benefactor,” was a Belgian born
priest who served as pastor for over thirty years.
He gave generously of his large personal estate for
many parish improvements.
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