
Historical Marker - S0239 - The Dewey Cannon (Marker ID#:S0239)

Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1962 Erected Date: 1963

City: Three Oaks

Address: Maple Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Berrien

Township:

Lat: 41.80121700 / Long: -86.60936700

Web URL:

This cannon, captured in the Spanish American 
War by Admiral Dewey, was presented to Three 
Oaks when its citizens raised fourteen hundred 
dollars for a memorial to the men of the battleship 
Maine. This was the largest contribution, per 
capita, of any community in the nation. “Three 
Oaks Against the World,” a local paper proudly 
boasted. This park was dedicated October 17, 
1899, by President William McKinley, and others. 
Presentation of the cannon took place on June 28, 
1900. Guest of honor was Helen Miller Gould, 
called the Spanish American War’s “Florence 
Nightingale.” Thousands of people were in 
attendance on each occasion.
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