
Historical Marker - S0234 - Burnett's Post (Marker ID#:S0234)

Significant Date:

Revolution and War (1760-1815)

Registry Year: 1962 Erected Date: 1965

City: St. Joseph

Address: Western shore of St. Joseph River, East 
of Miller Drive & Langley Ave

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Berrien

Township:

Lat: 42.09678900 / Long: -86.47499700

Web URL:

William Burnett, an American patriot from New 
Jersey, established a trading post on the bank of 
the St. Joseph River immediately east of this point 
between 1775 and 1782. He was the first 
permanent white resident of this area. He married 
Kakima, daughter of Chief Aniquiba and sister of 
Topenebee, principal chief of the Potawatomi 
nation. Burnett built a warehouse at the mouth of 
the St. Joseph on the site of old Fort Miami, 
another at the site of Chicago, and a third on the 
Kankakee River. In 1785 the British charged 
Burnett with “exciting sedition” among the 
Indians. He was arrested, sent to Montreal and 
Quebec, but not under guard, and at last released 
without trial. During the War of 1812 he 
disappeared, but his son, James, continued to 
manage the post until 1833.
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