
Historical Marker - S291 - Early Hastings (Marker ID#:S291)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1969 Erected Date: 1969

City: Hastings

Address: 220 West State Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Barry

Township: Hastings

Lat: 42.64864900 / Long: -85.29043700

Web URL:

Barry County, organized in 1839, was named after 
U.S. Postmaster General William Barry. Hastings, 
the county seat, was platted in 1836 and chartered 
as a village in 1855. The present courthouse was 
completed in 1892. A newspaper was published 
here in 1851, and in 1869 the first railroad reached 
town. Dr. William Upjohn, founder of the 
pharmaceutical firm that bears his name, 
established his practice here after the Civil War 
and perfected a process for the commercial 
manufacture of the friable pill. Judge Ella C. 
Eggleston, one of the first women probate judges 
in the state, began her term of office here in 1919.
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