
Historical Marker - L1906C - The Allegan Road (Marker ID#:L1906C)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1994 Erected Date: 1994

City: Saugatuck

Address: River Bluff Park, Old Allegan Road, East 
of Blue Star Highway

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Allegan

Township: Saugatuck

Lat: 42.65422400 / Long: -86.18383800

Web URL:

When Allegan County was organized in 1835, the 
only road from the interior to Lake Michigan 
followed an Indian trail along the Kalamazoo River. 
In 1838 Ralph Mann of Connecticut was 
supervising improvements at the short-lived town 
of Richmond. He and two men widened the trail 
eight miles from Richmond toward Allegan. 
Beginning in the 1840s stagecoaches traveled the 
road used by settlers, traders and trappers. When 
river conditions prohibited boat travel, the Allegan 
Road provided an important link between the 
county seat and the lake.
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