
Historical Marker - S0191 - Singapore, Michigan (Marker ID#:S0191)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1958 Erected Date: 1958

City: Saugatuck

Address: Saugatuck City Hall, Butler Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Allegan

Township: Saugatuck

Lat: 42.65605500 / Long: -86.20317200

Web URL:

Beneath the sands near the mouth of the 
Kalamazoo River lies the site of Singapore, one of 
Michigan’s most famous ghost towns. Founded in 
the 1830s by New York land speculators, who 
hoped it would rival Chicago or Milwaukee as a 
lake port, Singapore was in fact, until the 1870s, a 
busy lumbering town. With three mills, two hotels, 
several general stores, and a renowned “wildcat” 
bank, it outshone its neighbor to the south, “The 
Flats,” as Saugatuck was then called. When the 
supply of timber was exhausted, the mills closed, 
[and] the once bustling waterfront grew quiet. The 
people left, most of them settling here in 
Saugatuck. Gradually, Lake Michigan’s shifting 
sands buried Singapore.
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