Historical Marker - Town of Alcona (Marker ID#:L2223C)
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Significant Date:
Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 2010 Erected Date: 2011

Marker Location

Address: 5518 Alcona Rd
City: Haynes Township
State: Ml  ZipCode:
County: Alcona
Township: Haynes

Lat: 44.75465739 / Long: -83.30003499

Web URL:
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Front - Title/Description

™ Town of Alcona

William Hill established a fishing station in this
area, known as the Cove, circa 1853. Early
residents were fisherman who netted the once
abundant schools of herring, whitefish and perch.
John, Haynes and Co. began lumbering the area
soon after the Civil War. Platted in 1880, but never

s incorporated, Alcona became a bustling lumber
" town with a number of sawmills, three hotels, a

narrow gauge railroad and a freight dock. The dock
was a popular stop for Great Lakes steamships
carrying lumber, salted fish and passengers along
the shores of Lake Huron. In 1880 residents
witnessed the fiery destruction of the steamship
Marine City. Townspeople generously offered
refuge to the survivors. As the century ended, with
the forests cleared and the fish gone, this once
bustling town faded into oblivion.



