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Latin Name: Melanerpes erythrocephalus        Scope:   Statewide  
 
Rationale - why we value the species and the problem for the species: 

The red-headed woodpecker (RHW) is a SGCN (Michigan DNR 2015) and an Upper Mississippi 
River and Great Lakes Region Joint Venture focal species (Potter et al. 2007). North American 
Breeding Bird Survey data for Michigan indicate an average decline in RHW of 5.19% per year over 
the past 46 years (Sauer et al. 2014). RHW declines have primarily been attributed to the loss of 
preferred snags and trees (Smith et al. 2000).  

 
Habitat Need - the cause & effect relationship between habitat and species and its primary limiting habitat need: 

Smith et al. (2000) describe primary RHW habitat characteristics as:  
1) Presence of multiple snags for nest, roosts, and feeding, preferentially selecting sites with 

groupings of snags caused by beaver girdling, flooding, fire, disease, or insect outbreaks;  
2) Tall trees or snags (> 12 inches diameter-at-breast-height) with little or no leaf canopy;  
3) Savannah-like dispersion of large trees or < 50% canopy cover, groves of such trees, forest 

openings, or forest edges;  
4) Forest stands > 4.942 acres (2 hectares) with open understories; and  
5) Hard mast-producing trees in RHW winter range.   

 
Habitat Objectives - the treatment or management to address the primary limiting habitat need: 

1) Encourage the presence of beavers in priority geographic areas.   
2) Where possible during salvage cuts, retain patches of from 1 to 5 acres of dead wood left by 

fire, disease, and insect outbreaks within the priority geographic area.   
3) Retain snags with greater than 12 inch diameter-at-breast-height.   
4) Encourage the presence of oak in forest management objectives within RHW winter range.   
5) Where possible, restore or maintain savanna-like dispersions of large trees with canopy cover of 

less than 50%.    
 
Priority Geographic Areas – the specific geographic areas where we should focus management for the species: 

The 18 Regional State Forest Management Plans Management Areas in the northern Lower 
Peninsula (LP) which identify RHW as a featured species. 

 
Priority Landscapes – the landscape, setting, or cover-type where we should focus management within the areas above: 

Wherever there are ephemeral clumps of standing dead timber.  Areas where there are existing or 
remnant oak savannas or prairie-forest transitions.  In RHW winter range: where ever oak can be a 
management objective.   

 
Population Goal - the goal for the species, its habitat, or a stakeholder’s actions:  

An increase in the number of breeding RHW observed in the North American Breeding Bird Survey 
for Michigan. 

 
Evaluation Method - the monitoring method to measure progress towards the goal above: 

North American Breeding Bird Survey data for Michigan.  
 
Incidental Species – other species which may benefit from management for this species: 

Bear; beaver; pileated woodpecker; ruffed grouse; white-tailed deer; wild turkey; and wood duck. 
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