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1. InTrRODUCTION

SINCE 1906 several attempts have been made to introduce

smelt (Osmerus mordaz) into the upper waters of the Great
Lakes. At least two of these attempts have been successful
and the species is now spreading from one of these centers, if
not from both. At each of these places the fish is now propa-
gating itself and has become a true addition to the fauna. It is
the purpose of the present paper to present the history of this
introduction of the smelt, its origin, present distribution, and
several items of its life-history pertinent to the understanding of
all of these points.

The first attempt to introduce this fish into the upper waters
of the Great Lakes appears to have been made in the St. Mary’s
River. In 1906 the Michigan State Fish Commission sought to
make g success of the introduction of landlocked salmon by the
propagation of smelt as its food. Their report! (1909) states
that “a small consignment of smelt eggs from New England
waters was received at the Soo hatchery last spring (1906) and
deposited in the St. Mary’s River.” This was not a success
apparently as the species has never been taken in that region.
Since that time many attempts have been made to establish
smelt in the upper waters of the Great Lakes or their contribut-
ing lakes and streams. The reports of the United States Bureau
of Fisheries for 1909, 1912, 1914, 1915, 1916 and 1921 all record
the Michigan State Fish Commission as the receiver of large

1 Biennial Report of the State Board of Fish Commissioners (Michigan),

. for fiscal years 1905-1906 (1909).
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