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n.Mi's'siésippi Valley Historical Review, XXI (1926)?“

THE A\IFBIL‘A\ FCR COMPA_?\Y’S FISHING E\"I'LR-
- PRISES ON LAKE SUPERIOR ! ‘

Bv Grace Lee \‘UTE

The history of the Amencan Fur Company is S0 httle k:uown
:- especially its uniqueness as an example of Big Business half
x century before monopolistic and large-seale téndencies are
~pulariy supposed to have originated in the United States -
hat an interesting and ==1o'm_ﬁcant episode in its development
'&a been entirely overlooked. This was the establishment of
fsheries on Lake Superior —an early instance of the mainte-
anee of ' subsidiary industry by an American frm.
‘The main actlnt}"of the American Fur Company was the
sscuring and marketing of furs, skins, and buffalo robes. These
were obtained from praetically every portion of the present ter-
. ritory of the United States except the eastern and gulf sea-
seards. Strange as it may appear to the lavman, even as late
as the period with which this paper is concerned, 1834-11, the
thig Valley was still a fur-yielding area of great censequence
in fact it was the bone of contention between the trappers and
azents of the American Fur Company and those of German and
Yankee rivals. No more ruthless warfare was ever waged in the
nferests of trusts and combinations than that resniting from
§ he compdany’s attempt to secure the entire fur and skin vield of
- that region in 1339 and 1840 after its chief oppoznent had ﬁrét
* The £acts in this paper, unless otherwise specified, are based on decuments T
imerican Fur Company Papers im the library of the Xew Tork Historieal Sociery

Tiis collection consists of practically the entire business e¢orrespondence apd bc-an
I the company for approximotely the years 1831-1347 znd i= Zivided roughly iuto
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i7ee elagses: letters reeeived; leiter-press velomes; sad bocks giving :’zg_:es for
fnrs and skins received and s0id and For goods bought in Ezrope and the Tnited

. Trates, and o great dezl of miscellnneous data. A calemdar for the entire ce”mt*on
J bﬂng made by the ecBperative efforts of seven hislorienl agencies ia the 2 Uiddle
Test, namely, the Burton Histarieal' Collestion of the Detroit Pubiic Library, the
“-‘m? Historieal & etv of Wisconsin, the Historical Survey of the University of
ﬁi:mzs, the Stats’ HLzor.ca_l %nmh— of Towa, the Minnesota Hx:‘onca] Q‘m.etv

“zdiana State Library, and the. lhssoun stta-nca] Sovicty.




-:E-S—J: 7 (Hutt Lttf NI‘E’ ‘ : M.Y.H\_

k.weded fo ‘wd then I'C'?L‘Cled, tue ﬂehtlemen . agTeement Which
had been de\1~ed o pit an’ end 1o ruinous competition.?

In the eountry about the lakes and the headwaters of the Mi:.
slssippi fewer rivals opersted, and Tndian feuds w ers thie ¢hig
drawbacks o a Inerative fur business. ‘The robes and beaver o
the western plains and mountaing were nominally in the hang-
of a St. Lou; frm, Pratre, Choutean aund Lompam bur :h.
American Fur Coinpany marketed their produets and imporie:
their Indiar goods, and so, for all practical purposes, controli
even that area. \Ioreover the president of the American Fir
Company was the son-in-law of the prineipal member of the §ro:

To this main interest the cormpany added others which migh!
be cited as examples of ““horizontal development.’' Sueh wen
tire building and operating of vessels for transporting the com-
pany’s goods, and the maintenance of a sort of purchasizs

-')] "o } ») 9 =3 ] ‘3 = 2 T Cel
puresu fo secure provisions for its inland posts, These wers - zzpense of the Indian and the trader and was heartless i1 ove-

net striking departures from the ordinary course of basines:
acunz' s in the thirties and forties, though somewhat unususk
Jpe

)

To cperate a totally diTerent form of business, however, mere!s
Lecauce the company’s wide scope and extensive finaneis
resonrees woide it appear a profitable investment, was nxni

The fishing business on Lake Superior was a fait accomyii

® The chief competitors of the Awerican Far C'omp-g.uy in the COhlp Valler =
the Srms in which Wilkiem G. Ewing and uis brother, George W. E‘-"'“,:. K
ne7d: Wl G. ard 3. W, Ewing; Bwing, Fdsal snd Cempazy; and Ew
aznd Cempany Afa,r vain e&orts to oust the Ewings Eror fhe fur bus!
Amerizan Fur Company eame o am agresment with these Shres frms on
1339, Tke torms of this agreement sre signifeant: the purpese of the &
23 1o provids mears for carrFing on jeintly trade in fnrs and skins; ¢
ror Company agreed to inorease its e:.n":-l atock; new books wore to be
trazmszctions; W, G. and G, W Lwing were to be admitted to the T
tveiholders (o the amgnnt of $100,000; the Ewings were to give the Com
t of thm: emre:neﬂ .416. serv-ces en 3 iy has:;, the Iwings, a8 3

5
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a2 T nace *el *o tao agreement, ‘bL.t on Qetober 14, 1339, ke 57

.
! his portners refused to be bomnd by his aeeeptance a::i s6

CompPLny La
reject it also, Crocks snd his assoeiates were wmuch imeensed at what they b

o b and ““war’? in the form of bitter competition wa3s c'!f*!:"l"’t1 e
I=ings The papers of tke Ewing brothers have been sequired receatir bF ¥
Iudianz State Libtarz, and when the preseat arranging and calendarizg are ©F

pleted, a detailed study shonld Be mads of their atiiinde, aims, and 0"‘1‘““5 w1
centesy with ths Ameriean Far Company.
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-t ¢ and often financed the eduecation of his traders® Lzl
- :aldren, aided the missionaries to the Indians. and pe:;s:u:;ed

v XELNet dmerican Fur Company's Fishing Enterpriscs 333

-is nature; and at least-one other form of subsidlary indusiry
ad -phmned, though apparently never put into eperation, — the
.wrehiase and marketing of western flour.®
in 1854 John Jacob Astor and his son srithdrew from the
4 -nenmnm a new firm was organized, hearing
L same name but with a ditferent personuel. Ramsar Craoks,
-¢ of those hardy adventurers whom Astor had emploved to
~and Astoria, and later an agent of the Sounthwest Company
i and still later of the American Fur Company, became president
, ‘the new concern. At least seven other men or companies were
" -'-cf”'“*ed with him, but together they owned only slightly wcre
e stock than he held in his name.* Ifis is the pred o:*nmn:q
. Zrore throughout the remaining vears of the company's history:
d undoubtedlv mueh of its poliey originated with him. He

N

#35 a benevolent despot, who made extraordizary prefit ar tae

2zan opponent from tlie fur ecountry; vet he personalis

= T

zme of his clerks who had become ineapaci: sazed in bis sevvies

¢ Whether the fisheries scheme may he attributed whallv 1o

- “woks is uncertain, Az :11'1‘* as 1\_._, Bom wothe

:{the company’s .gents. I

w m'olved for exchanging La};e S‘C’}. erior whit
wese, lard, and other pro

“fro quantizies in Qhio. I,l Hs

-+ wished for several vears fo bring this barfer sysrem intg

n N
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Stuart remarks tha he
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fransporintio
©on the while lor of from ten o twezly
.’wllb

4% ke wrete, would easble Em to get tha me
w‘"‘* ard go 22 the moner wozid be Tenlized

1 1y expend a eent ou the properition, See slse anctber letier ‘-::: Breweier of

""1"'51‘-‘%1 23 en the sam2 sabject.
‘-‘.ﬁe Pes?, note 40, There i3 zeme evidemse thai Crocis held the sharess of gther

U8, I

233 5nd firms in his mame.
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peration and adds an obwurq IEtEIOHCL to what appear. .. hooner, as soon as it should be ready for service, would dis-
'h&\n\ been an early attempt to operate the fisheries For oo ; aee sixty-five boatmen, all conversant with the fur-trade and
mercial 11111ptw-e-:"‘Pe1'hf1p~ Duncan Stuart's White Fish \}..iﬁ. t _ure or less acquainted with the company's policies: and the
lation, hias given you a bad opinion of that branch of the by, | meult would be that they would be engaged bf' rivals, to the
ness, bu‘r rely upon 1t- bemﬂ' the be 3@ of anu part of rhn n},.,_; i .weat detriment of the company. Crooks, therefore, determmined
- ton.? , - S 1, \‘.mglov them in catching fish. The qchooner too, could not
From ens ning corre ~poudence it is evldent that (_1'001\\ }U. Ly for itself merely by transporting furs and provisions. With
coldly upon the proposition, The maiter does not appoar ; 1o transport to the Sault, howerver, it would prove itself an
have been taken up again until the company had been reargar | :-sef to the company.®
ized. With the establishment of the new concern, new palic . ; Tihe announcement of his fishing scheme seems to have been
were inangurated. One of these made possible the commenc. ¢ =ade by Crooks in a letter of December, 1834, to General Charles

tien, | ojratiot in Washington: **We have great hopes of adcing to the

For years the inland headquarters of the company for ti. mval returns of our irade, a new and important item, in the
lake region had been at Mackinae, whither every sumumes | Fisheries of Lake Superior.’® The letter is marked ‘‘confiden-
reserted the traders and clerks with their packs of fura al,” and it requests Gratiot to ‘‘enquire of the Seerctary of

went of the fishing bosiness and henee needs some considera:

-

sxius colleeted during the winter and spring. Representativ.: - Treasur}' whether Fish #qken and cured witiuin the luriscie-
o7 the Srm met them there, announced the volicies for the ensy :n of Canada on Lake Huron by American Citizens, curad with
ing year. and apportioned the provisions, which had tee: 'i-i* American Salt, and transported wholly in American Vessels g, 1ae
gathered mainly from the Ohio Valler and western New Yot :plire capital edp'm*ed being exclusively American, are, or are

o1

Having received their provisions and goods. the men embark? § 2, subjeet to dutr.”? Then, to explain his motive for 1“~'1f11r“.g
once mote in their Mackinae boats, manned by Canadian vy :bout fish teken in Lake Huron, instead of Lake \Uf- #TLOT,
geurs. 1z, “We do not at present wish it known that we have |
Crooks, upon becoming president, changed the inland L

v

+
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It
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L

xntemplation to establish any fishery.”

L e Ev,

erter“ from Mackinee to La Pointe, an old fur-post on 2.3+ This letter also indicates that as 1 as Dewm‘* NS
leine Island, ahout forty miles east of the prosent site of Duln™ | *rocks had no definite plans as to the exact location of his fish-
an d close to the sonthern shore. His reason for making - -~z stations. In fact, though vo}“ageurs “ad traversed ihe lake
change was his plan fo build a vessel on Lake Superior. _\I;:;:;. . or menerations, and though Indians and traders on irs shores
2e hoats were clumsy, slo*e:, and dangerous. They also rojnt ’.-.::_1 subsisted largely on the fsh caught in its waters, Crooks
many boatmen. Crocks’s plan was to build a schooner and # =+ vald learn but vaguely where fish could be eanght in consider
pense with the serviees of the boatmen, who were too numa™ - . e nnmbers and be had the ntmest diffiendty in Llplerﬁ“.'\.?‘.w
to be emploved profitably as traders during the winter & - shether Isle Rovale, reported to be a famons fishing ground,
spring. Even this policy, however, had its drawbacks. T Tzs within 4he territory of the Urited States. Iiven an acearate
Rchert Stuart to Ramsmy Cronk‘: November, 1:-."3 in the letterbocks 7 %+ an of Lake Super or was not to be kad, for 07’1‘7 onge had heen
Ame*-cm Far Company kept at Mackimae, 181861803, and still presorved ™" 0 irepgped amd all Crooks’s endeavors to securs a ¢0py were

jals . in +1 i £ F . .‘

Phaotostatic coples of these thres volumes may be found in the fibraries of ! "Tia\‘allme:. He was successful, however, in ob;alml.&: as pilat

Historieal Seelety of Wisconsin, the Thicago Historieal Seelety, the Histo L = 9, 1333 ol oA
- T ! - I . 3 rrhopk TiT0A

9f the University of Illinois, the AMinnesota Historieal Society, and rhe Liw - "E A Crosks to George Wiides azd Company, Lendon, Dee v Bl

Congress, Ther comstitute the most authentie data an the eompacy’s aetivitied = 7§ %5 and Crooks 0 Lyman W“’Eﬂ; Dee. 12, 1835, Letterbook D:227

the ; T Crouks to General Charles Gratiot, Desember 20, 1384, Letterbock 1:00-61

e periad wlnca ther cover
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for the schooner the mpmlL of the vessel that had SUrveyed iy
lake for the British adlmmltv pxepamtorv to the drafting .-
the chart.® . :

The years l“ad 183‘6. and'l‘?Ss saw the exploration of tLL- Tk
and the establishment of the chief fishing stations. Crooks, i,
~had been at Fort William when the change of the great inlin
rendezvens of the British tradets 1o that post from Grand me
age was still a recent event, probably remembered that arend
quantities of fish had been taken in the vielnity of those plac-,
At any rate, he wrote thus o William A, Altken, the trader ;:
charge ar Fond du Lac; ‘. . . explore tLe north shore 1o ik
oid Grand Portage, aud even if you went all the way to the Rmr
Kamiristiquia (where Fort William Nands) it will ne douke
furnish us with useful infermation. A visit to Isle Ru_\ ale i
practicable for you to go entirely round it. and examine it well,
wiil also still better enable ns to determine where wo ought
place permanent Posts for the fisheries, ™ * The NeCessary gusi-
feations for a station, he added, were a safe harbor for -
schooner and good fishing grounds.

Crooks could not have been igrorant that Fort Tl.lism Wi
Berond the international boundary; nor was he certain at
time that Isle Royale was no} elso within British *'un\d:a‘.:':‘
In fact, several statements by him give the i impression thal a-
nnderstanding existed between the Hudson’s Bay Company an

5¢“‘Lake Superior has however been folly & sciemtifically esplered 1
Government, and a chart has been published, thongh I understand ire
hitherto bevn confined pretty much to the public Buresns, and the OF
ment. . . . IfYremember eorreeily these survers were exeentied by SO
W.) Berfield.” Crocks to George Wildes azd Cempany, Tebrvary 238, 1835 Lo
beok 1:224-25, This map, accerding o testimony in a recent beondary e
£OmMINONn [Ee A u‘t‘ iater than 18851 **We had no other plat except ©
up 80 after —Meade was here in 1860 . . . it is reported . .
zaid it was the grestest engineering fost thot had ever heem, and She guick
s.l."‘-“"S-“o] and the correctest map that hod ever been made wp tn ihis o

Bardeld chart.??  State of Miznescia ts. State of Wis Taired Sates 31p™

Court Transeript of Beeoxd, 1915, I:121.

9 The Nerth West C'Jm}‘aﬂl" appears to have been accustomed to seonre ity wivT T
supply of fish in the waters about Isle Roynle. At least a letter from Croohs 78
Catriel Franchere, February 18, 1535, states that the spot was ‘a lsrge Ishid "
far from and directly opposize Point Quiwinan [Eeweensw].”” Lafterbeok ;
See Crooks to William Aitken, April 30, 1836, Letterbook 3:138.20, for the queid™’

in the text.
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o American Fur Company, whereby the former were o Lave
;he exclusive right to the furs in the greater portion of the
ymeriean territory stretching mortheast from Fond du Lac in
; cehange for a certain sum of money and the privilege of fishing

. ihe British side of the international line. Both arrangements

v conr:e were contrary to the laws of the two countries ccm

med -
Aitken’s exploratmm resulted in the establishment of a post

: 3rand Portage in the fall of 1836. Great things were expected
A% this post because of its location. Crooks wrete enthusiastic-
.Ut shout it: ““Being on the #orth shore the Lake is rarel
srirated by the prevailing wicds, and the operations of tie
zchermen are seldom interrupted there, while the whele south-
omn coast is constantly esposed to the Lheavy Winds from West

to North, and the sea too rough to allow the people to visit their
rots sowmetimes 7or several davs at a time. This happens mest
‘requently in the very best of the fall fisherx," =

reed,

This post was placed under the dirsction of a half-b
Plerre (otté, who made an agreement with the company ta) fish
for it from 1836 fo 1340 inclasive, on a five per cent commission
e had the assistance of two coopers, wno made
Lic e fish were shipped to market, ‘..ﬁ ot
nin lSSS and of nine in 1839, The c-oo DETS TS
“'U‘dred d& ars per vear, the fishermen an stmen from one
imndred to one hundred and Afty. He also employed about
wenty Indians, whom he furnished with »11'(. :_L___ and barrels.
"nd to whom he gave three dollars per barrel

An accaraie and contemporary picturs

'
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T3 Creeks i Sir Simpsen, Qetober @, 1837, Le
17 Company is wiiing 1o 2¢new

¥alement foat the American
Hudson’s Bar Compony relative to the latter’s right to sseor
Pertage regioz:_. n= +hat 1t alse wishes o statement eovering th
b aisp Crooks to Altken, 2z
Yor another cagie sf the sitmaticn, hewever, ree Crozks

2, which eu::eez'"s Fhe bulld

oz fshicg purre

wd T

3 ‘ﬂk T _0".1_:‘

SmC
e .

iy 4, 1836, Tetterbook 3
T

Sunayl

iperier
izmrted I was merelr foT caT ~-.-‘g t.?:'.c’ia-s’ grods.
9

11 Croeks to Willism Brawstier, Pse. 21, 1836, Lettertook £:181.54
12 Thig information %9 given in o paper extitled “*Eegister of Fersene In the
o - w3 —ning At NP1
S2ploy of the Ameriean For Componys Northern Ozift Lapeinte 1 Celober 1333

®hieh is Zled smoag the miseeTaneons papers of the Srm.
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- Grace Lee Nute
of this post clinging to a rocky spit of American terr
by u sea almost as unknown and untraversed
forests that stretched away behind it :**

itUI‘}', facud
as the inmimeng,

This fishing staf] xrends i es irect .
s fishing staffon exrends in a W esterwardly direction 45 Miles 1o

(:mm\.’i Marals, having along the coast several fr places for setting p
¥ - = ) 2 . - - 3
Li.n‘d lines — and to the Eastward as far as Pidgeon River 5 or § 3f3]
fishermen are also sometimes -
Royal distant 13 or 20 Aliles,

* . 0B & ] 2

4]
sent to the Western extremity of Jge

T‘}m ‘Establishment at this place eonsists of One dwelline House for
Coté, situated on a gentle rising ground, overlooking the Ba\t. a dw‘eil".n\;
veeupied by his son on the West side, and a new Stope fronting this }lﬂ:
building on the East Side, forming a hollow sguare s houss,

i Two mens hogses,
1 Coopers

Shop. 1 Fish Store, Stable Barn, Root honse &e below Or Tesr
ihe beach. placed here and there without order or svmetry.

E ) - LA
ner and all new. There is on Sheep Island at the enfrance of the Pa
an appelogy for a Store house to receive Salt &c from on board vesss's

o

1

-

RRCPELT

or to deposit Fish from the Establishment, ready for Shipment, The
501l around this station is good. there is at present about three acres of
it under caltivation, and laid in potatoes, the crop estimated to producs
aboat 200 @ 250 Bushels.

The fisheries being extended along a barren and rockv bound o
the collocting of the fzh to Grand Portage is necessarily attended
expense and risk, besides taking away the hands from th.e fishing, snd it
tirg fish can not be 21 bronght in, they of necessity must remain u"p
ell winter-on the beaeh: At Grend 3Marais, however there is a buils
of su;r‘,:"icient capaeity to Store all the fish whieh cowid not he brough
AWST. '

Three hundred te five hundred barrels of fish were the nsusl
Tesl of a year's sctivities at Grand Porfage, Whitensh o
trout formed the bulk of a season’s catch. WWood for staves :
hook poles were ent out during the winter, mt a dozen men coul
bardly be kept busy for eight monthe gotting materials for Sve

handred barrels. Tront did not begin to run in towards shore

(e hN
G

33 In the summer of 1339 CGabriel Franehera and James P. Scoft made a 077 °F
rspection of the upper poste. A Teport was made entitled ¢4 €3 Framchizes JonnH
of hiz voysge in the ‘Brewster’ with Mr Seott to Grand Portage, Tle Boyale & 14#

Azlme. n Avgust 1339.*7 This document which kas beem in fhe oossesfen of w
Minnescia Historical Soeiety for many Tears, i9 n lengthy and derailed deseriptios <<
the fishing activities of the Ameriean For Company. :

N . LR The. _7
daweling houses and Store on the hill are fnished in & Substantial man-

3
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-» their spawzning grounds until August 20 or thereabout. For
-wo months all hands were busv setting nets, taking them up,
cearing and packing the fish in salt, and transporting the bar-
rols to the storefionses. Then the whitefish appeared and ztaved
iato November. The remainder of the year the company sup-
vorted men whe had little to do except to make nets or to cut
snd haul a small amount of wood. After Gabriel Franchere's
+isit to the post in August, 1839, he recommended that all bat
“sur men should be transported to La Pointe at the close ¢f the
fall fishing, to be available for other fshing gronnds in the late
il and in the spring, and to help with the winter’s work at La
Peinte. This recommendation was adopted the following sea-
sn,

Franchere made the same recommendation for Isle Bovgie,
sne of the most extensive of the fizsheries. The stations were

- gstablished im July, 1837, and placed under the dirvection ot
- {MarTes CHAbolllez, another half-breed. His stipend

in 1853 was
three hundred and fifty dollars and for the work he smvlored
t%0 coopers at 3280 and $200 respectivelr; eleven boatmen a:

$120; six men who served in the domble capacity of boatmen and

Szhermen at $120 to 3150 ; one fisherman at $300 and one at 204,
four fishermen engaged for one dshing season st 210 par month:

and nine “freemen’ who fished on their ownm

received 24 for two hundred pounds

nerting their salt, barrels and fish.”®
The description which Franchere

' In Borup to Crocks, Oetober 10, 1339, the

-
LeCOUNT 3D

of fish, the comy

ced dollars instend of the enstomsry one

o
. . - — - .7
“F season to Grend Portzge, as o vesmt of the uz

i2g to outfits, which were the regional mnits in
"rmpany operated. AT the Sshing stations fel witkin ¢
Nertherz Quifit and in its pepers for 1827, 1838, on
Persoms in the employ of Nerthers Outfit.’” Iz 1837 these
¥irz2 14 perzens at Groed Perege, 17 &t Isle Znesmpment an
EAE N & men (besides Tndinng) at Grand Poraz
221 i 1839 36 rmren cperated ot Lo Pelnte, 15 at Fozd du
* Grand Porisge, and 23 =% Isle Romzlae. No mendion : 2
¢men who dressed the fish, In a letter of December 20, 1383, Borwp writes to

erg Iwaro

I

[

w
O X - : : o= A
“reoks of saving $4000 by the mew devire of sending the fshermen frem riace to

25

Face instead of wintering thewm at Iste Toyale.

oy
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1559 shiows the isi aud a8 1t was at the hmv‘hl of 1t~ pro-q)eru\

‘ There are at present 3 diferent Stations for mmc, 0eCupPying with
*‘msed “Chaboillez] 23 persois on wages, and five i{ree men, _dispe
as mLm\- o wit at ‘-1~‘\awane Bay, ¢ Che Chaboillez, clerk, D \Iehe' -“:.
and P. Quinu. Coopers. wnd 7 pom eaters fvoyageurs]. employ eu s Bt
91"“}\}1 qu "\er f.mx blishment, and to boat the fish from the T Sig00
o zf::s pic'-.c-e_;‘o skaws 1_.e Bayj. 5 JMen are stutioned as n~hwuen on aha
c-l‘ in of small Tslands R, B of T’ e Bay. At Roek Hazhour r 21 Miles Eo .
of this 4 men gre employed very luerativ ely. 19 MMilss Iarrber and 1o
the \o th of the Island 4 more are Srationed : snd finally at '\Ta._hmam‘ﬁ
Harbouar 21 Miles West of this bayx, there is also four men, Three xr-;n:
men ., .- are fishing 5 or six miles 8. W, of the Bar: and the Pa
Irauis with two of the Pork eaters

ceeupy a fishersy sitygesd
half way between Rock Harbour and the most northern Fishery.
#. & = 3 @

The buildings at this place are very geod, and comprise. one dwe ﬂ"-"f
Heuse for the resident clerk, cne Men's Louse. cne coopers Shop, o
use for Fish Barrels, Oue large Store nouse, with Siore athmﬁ
7o ir. and an additional building at the West Gable, a long Shed Souty®
and contiglalous to the warehouse, for the Storing of Salt, and lzstly,
one Fish Store house. ™

This post was begun under difficulties. Lack of salt and of
barrels hampered the first season’s activities. QOnly a smad
stand of pine was available and that had been cuf by 183 q Nots
of Improper mesh size were sent at first and mary trout an!
siscowet escaped.” These two varieties and whitefish wears

it The quotation is from Franchere’s Tepert of hiz Inspection tour iz the sumoeT
l:‘ 3. See gnle, note 13.

A good Cesl of technieal :m,.erm_tmn may be found in letters =nd orher o
maniy in ha Ameriean Por Company papers on the merits of giliipg,
swargeen (wines for nete; on the number of strands fo be gsed for sarlops kis

: 23y on m‘** nmdﬁne:, jeads, et cetern used for setring nets: and U2
‘zes of zets for the diFerent species of fish. T hig rensTt :mne“e” maniTe

2250 sive Lo whitefsh was larger than that for the smalier siseawet ‘
diskrwala’) and mont. The latrer was five and a Ealf inehes, wh
as tle usasl mesh siza for whirefish, The en istormaty method of eatcht
of 3 mesh size just Iarge epough to hold the fish’s head by e gif

Lﬁ

. Toalinnd,

Wwas to sei nmets
whem It aitempied o pass, An nepublished paner by Afr. Charles H. Brigge =

“linmeapelis, whieh the a9ther has had an oppaTiunity to exmmine, deals with presfit
dzy fishing wiatheds at La Pointe and states thai: ¢*These fshermen mostly s &
nets whith ave set on the bottem of the lake down to a depih of ©) farhoms S
feea.)

side hald the neb ver.xc_:\dr wow .. Each det is six feet wide and 600 feet leag-

Lesd Sinkers lveated on the ‘bo tom of the net and wooden fcais on the oil#f
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eaught in the waters
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'about "I"le Rorale The fshing
segan about the middle of June and lasted uuil ti
'n November. During that time fish to fill some two L_muhcr:d
tarrels conld be caught and packed in an ordinary sea
La Pointe, on the largest of the Apostle Islands, % was. the cen-
wr ot tne ﬁ hu_cr mdmtl\" H'ere after he new co*“nanv was
lnding store-

FOOEO

he zecond wesk

houses ior furs Eﬂd for ﬁ~h, a pier for ‘1‘e \.essel_. aad a cluster

of dwelling houses for clerks and engagés. From time 1o time
zew fishing grounds were found among the namerous islands
that make up the Apostle group, as well as along the sb
both directions, Lyman Warren, an old elerk of the com
was in charge at this station. An inspeetor was established here
shortly after the fishing business got into full swing and there-
sfter all the fish from upper Lake Superior were inspscted and
shipped to the Sault at this place.
Many minor fisheries were establishe

d: at Isle Erncamprient,

- zbout forty-five miles northeast of Fond du Lac: at the Ance, as

Keweenaw Point was called at that time; at Montreal River; at
White Fiish Point; at Grand Island; and possibly at other places.
At the Sanit many fish were taken in the rapids: pickerel were
eaught there as well as the other varieties. Gabriel Franehere
was in charge of this station and a**endecl to the reeeiving of
ish from La Pointe and the shipping of all the Lake Superior
ish to Detroit. For the latter operation the company s brig, the
Ramsay Crooks, was utilized. This vessel plied b the
Sault and Detreit and other points oz the ia‘rer
Butfalo blankets, knives, trinkets, and other Indian s
Now York, Philadelphia, and Errope, J t Emd res
point via the Erie Canal, were loaded; salf for the 8s
recelved at the same point; and at Cleveland corn, f
lard, and other provisions were taken on for hoth
and the fur posts.

Wiliam Brewster was in charge af Detroii, ooth
warding of fors, salt, and provisions, and of the 1
the fish. He was a resoureeful, energetic man and a stoe&hnld&r
. Recently 2 single Bt of nets nest Bayfed vislded 2500 pounds of whitel
fh.’?  Besides the three arieties of Ssh a!rcaﬂy martioned, the’
Cﬁmpany caaght kerring, '

fU

=
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a8 well as an agent of the company. In 1839 the increase o
fishing operations made it imperative for him to build a ne-.:-
wareliousze. When it was completed he wrote: **All of our Fisy
on.hand at this time are Stored in our new ware Housé, which:‘c
quite a Sight, as the frst floor is entirelv fiilled, three“‘Bbi;
deep.n;s‘ T e ) . -
 On Angust 3, 1835, the Jokhn Jacob Astor, a sechooner of 112
tons, was lannched on the waters of Lake Superior. 1

- of 1836 the need for additional eraft was felt, especially for
small vessel that could ran close to some of the rockv islets from
“‘hi(‘]:l fish must be gathered. The schoorer was thS}* from the
opening of navigation, about the middle of May, till the close in
early November. Five to seven trips from the Sault were mads
during that period. When only furs were to be carried, the vee.

sel plied between La Pointe and the Sault. As soon as some fish

had been packed, however, the vessel extended its course tg -

Grand Portage, Isle Rovale, and other points. A scow, capable
of earrying three hundred barrels, was built early in 1837 to aid
the John Jecob Astor, Still the men in charge of the posts kent
urging Crocks to build another schoorer, saving that the fehing
business was being greatly cunrtailed through lack of propui‘
transportation facilities. In November, 1837, therefore, ihe
company let the contract for a new vesse] and the next vear saw
the schooner TWilliam Brewster on the lake, Later the company
also built the Siskawit. These vessels mark the establishment of
cortinuous lines of sailing and steam craft on the lake finhy
compeny property and missionaries and their possessions might
?;&j {ransported in thess vessels, but as rivals were the oniy cthers
Who might care to take advantage of them, the restrietion seem-

Lo

niput of the fisheries in 1835 was fair, considering tir

am

ter ts Orocks, Dee, 37, 1830,

¢ 112, 21 Cong., st Bess, 210, states that by 1850 there were IV
ers, four propeliers, and o eonsiderable number of smaler zailing erath oo Loks
As {2t as T have been able to determine, there were no other vessels %
Lake Snperior when the Ameriean For Company launched the Jokhn Juacod A5
ihsnzh there ‘kad heen a few in the service of older fur compenies at an erTiNT
Teried.

By the fal]
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~ paled, despite nutoward circumstances and lack of proper faciii-
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newness of the irdustry and the inesperience of the men. At
:he opening of 1836 Warren reported that he had 320 barrels on
hand, collected about La Pointe since the opening of the fall
dsheries in the third week in November. A thousand barrels,
more or less, were shipped to Detroit in 1836. Franchere at the
Sanlt would have fad more than his 107 barrels of pickerel if bis
seine, recently sent to him, had not broken with the W(;ight of
the fish. Fond du T.ac’s quota for the Fear was about three
hundred barrels and the new post at Grand Portage vielded over
2 hundred.* .

C'rooks made a tour of the lake in 1836 and felt so well please
with the state of the fisheries that he wrote to Liz a i

71
o
jo 5

ever to prosecute the fisheries with vigour. . . .
shounld give us 2000 Barrels, & 1338 2500 to 3000.7" =
The vield for 1837 was almost exactly what Crooks hag anticl-

a4l

Hes, The unprecedented lateness of the season prevent.ed T
spring fishing from being successful. As most of the pl‘ckere‘
were taken ordinarily at the Sault in seines at the opening i
navigation and as the ice left the lake at a late date in 1337, the
number of barrels of that variety was but 170 that vear. After
the pickerel tun was over, Franchere sent his men. as usaal, to
White Fish Point, but no better suecess awaited them. At La
Pointe the season opened as a rule in March, bnt on Juze 9
Warren wrote that the lateness of the season had cuite ruined

—

i

the spring operations.

¢ntire failure. On that date Brewster wrote that he conld
anderstand why he had received only 996 barrels oi '
Lake Superior. The fall fishing, however, was always the
iderative and in 1337 it reirieved a bad situation.

. November Brewster conld write, “Onr Fisheries are v{i]

39 _ . - ¥y o2
uberally this Season.
: e o nie
*2Warren to Croeks, Jan. 2, 1835; Froncwre o Crogks, Xar 22 and Julr 21,

2 oy & e + 0 335 “Tar.
1238; Airken fo Crocks, Oei. 11, 1326; and Crocks e Brewsler, Dov, 21, 1336, Letzer

Beok 4:131-86
it LS Ll-00,
1 Crooks ¢o Brewster, Dee. 21, 1326, Letterboek 4:281-35.

** Brewster to Crooks, Nov. 6, 1837.
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Though te \\"';1 satisfied with the number of fish taken, Brey.
ter was very indignant over the carelessness in Packing
aspecting  demonsirated by the great uantity of fal
spotled in 1837,

wT

Gl
:I::z;
In twor letters to Crooks he gave veni to ki«
ath, In one of them he ¢ innonneed: “We had hetter abaxd
the Fishe ?'ie< entirely, than to continue to be so STO35]F Imposid
upoi, by those having charwe of the busin The other stros.
ses the 1mgm.amo of exercising the ntmost care in the busin.;-:-S
espectally in acquiring a repautation for handling first grrad;
products, because ramors have reached him of the organizing of
a rival fishing company.? ST
Most of the inspeetion difienlties had passed by the end r:‘
1837, When the fisheries were begun, the inspector for all 4
company s and other fish from Lake &
(l=11‘

aa *?
LRz,

Superior was located at r} '
Again and again Franchere ecomplained of his lazines
his inattention, and his animo ity towards the company. Fma v
Franchere writes that a petition for the mspec*or'< removal :L&
indaced that gentleman to be ‘‘as aetive ip the dizcharge of biz
daty as I conld wizh.”*® M eantime a request kad been made to
Governor Dodge to appoint an inspector at La Pointe and when
the reguest was granted in 1837 Warren received th
ment,” Thereaiter Ash were not delayed at the Saalt for inspec
tion while the Ramsay Crocks lost valuable +Hime waiting for ths
cargo.

The sales of fish are an infere sting part of the story of
Becanse of the panie of \‘_ﬁj}_}_‘wh sales were practically o
inppossidilify.” X verr good price for siseowet in an ordinary
25300 Was fom'_een dollars a barrel; for whitefish and trout.
welve; and for pickerel, eight — all ai short oredits, B'- NEHS
6 Brewster had scld two hundred ba iTTels, malnly troa, at eleven
dollars onfour months® eredit with interest affer ninety d:z."-"~
By the eleventh of the month he had soid ’.:our handred barrels
al the sarme rates, On Augnst 16 be writes: T am fearful that
will for some tinie go off very slow. Provisions ate failins.
espeei Iy Flone, *-.1.'].110}1 was soid ftoday at #6 The price of
S Browster Yo Croo_».*:, Nov. 14, 18, and 22, 1337 |
t Franenera to Croeks , Jaly 17, 1327,

28 James Doty 1o Ben}amu Clapp, Mareh 2%, 1337; Crecks ro Warren
1337, Letrerbock 4:381-83; and Crooks ta Warren, June 26, 1837, Lotrerbook 5:598-50
which states that he baa sent the med for the mew imspeeter of Ssh.
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yeats lins not deelined, & think thev will not this fail,

ik 1t be~t to fall LI'O.l:. .-11. for F L!_‘L. a: we have 0T

19

BT October “é the 100' cof eventsin h at oxt 1au"q=nf1'"'
vear had obliged him to change his mind, for he writes: ©*T think
i <hall have to reduce the price. (Cash =22 1 g, 1 carnot make.
t am offered 'hlU 20 for what :1:11 I have on kLand, abont SG0
‘W oat 6, 7 & & mo with interest after 4 m° '““ma I thirk 1
hail aceept. It is a long Credn, bﬂt owing to the State of the
“mes, I think it iz as we]_[ as I shall do.” 5dll laa.er in the vear

» price dropped to ten dollars. _

If we judge frem Crooks’s statement thai the vieid of 1339
WA twe 1ty per cent more *hﬂ’l that of "*38, ‘he numba

-:‘
oy

o

-

iy

zan d In thizs figure is wdn“b*ﬁdlv
i'rooks’s visit to the lake in the summer
iaa thorough reorganization of the bu-u:e=s.
s258, maladminisiration, and extravagance were discovered that
.;o;h Warren and Altken were ul:C‘.-""’L-_t;d
former, under 1rho=e eontrol rere
Charles W. Borup was apneinted.
and probably az s rea- ‘* of Crock
c2eded Franchere at the Sanlt™
dsheries were aclﬂl_ﬂ‘“tered
w in the dounbiin
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T

% .ont and his success in disposing of them led Franchere to advise

{ -he company to sell its surplus fish through Chio, the Wabash g

1 Lantry and down the Mississippl. His advice was to exchange 7
2qh for produce and deer skins and to take the produce to New o

i 1rleans fo be sold there for money or for sugar and other articies I

7 .ceded in the company’s business, ' T

As a result of his suggestion, 514 barrels of fish were shipped
.y Franchere in Qctober via the Obio Canal. Tkis lot was
i joubtless a part of the cargo of eleven hundred barrels sent
M : ~Zouth®’ in charge of Captain Stanard of the Jokn Jacob dstor
> fact that Bre‘:‘vs:er wwards 3 b way of Cleveland and Portsmouth, On Oetober 31 Brewster
arance on thirty :Z?-ou-:a_;: srites of sending 1045 barrels of fish comsigned to Captain _

Stanard at Portsmouth, which made 2125 barrels sent that
season to Ohjo. On November 26 Franchere writes that he has E
iust received the 514 barrels, which be has distributed at Mt
Carmel, New Harmony, and Vincennes. He also states that -
© Captain Stanard passed Evansville on the twentieth on his way '
£ up the Mississippi to dispose of 130 barrels, and adds: ©He

N

a marset taronghout th red States for | odgtes (what I also observe to be the case in this state] that but
; very limited sales ean be effected at this season: the Farmers &
* ilechanies have such an abundance of fresh Mear, that tneyr do
. 1ot wish to purchase fish. But we bope that in 2 or 5 Moaths
¢ tence, they will meet with a market.”
= t  Meantime, reports of phenomenal success in catehing fisa
to ¢ kept coming in from the fisheries. In May, Borup reported that
ng ;e had alreads doubled the number of fish taken at that time in
he : ‘he previeus vear, In the same month Brewster wrote ihat the
2sh market was duller than ke had ever known it and that he had

20t sold a hundred barrels, though spring was nsuall;
season for sales.®™ By QOctcher 24 the sit 1 3
In the extreme. On that date Berup writes: ¢“Af present we are
engaged in fishing, and I try to get as Te
sxplanatien for such a seeming paradox Hes in the Tzet tha
contracts had bzen enfered into with Ashermen and coopers bY
which they were assared of employment for a specified number
of years. Until these coxiracts should expire or the fishermen
should release the company from its obligations, the {mpasse
- ¥as perfect. '
Coo 30, 2540,

iTEL Tis sarerts I the OGI: Lot r L IEY - ; : : &
 sgets I h i - 1 X R — : : 32 Borop to Crocks, May 20, 1840; Brewster to Crooks. AMax 3

S el o
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Franchere’s 2 or 3 months’’ did not bring the expecis?
relief. The fish left by Captain Stanard at Louisville, St, Loyi.
Maysville, and other points along the Ohio and Mississippi dis
not sell readily, though on December 10 he felt encouraged e
the sales at Portsmouth, where, he writes, ‘‘are some 30 tn 45";
furnaces & forges within 40 Miles . . that employ frim
100 to 200 men cach . . and the probahility is after 1.
get in the habit of eating fish, they will use a great many mar.
than what we now think,??

As the new year began, reports of sales became more_ap:
more discouraging. The small lots left all along the Waba..
Valley were almost an entive loss; the New York venture canr:;
to nothing; a lot sent up the Tennessee River to a man wh-
Franchére writes, “has a horse & will visit all the small tows,
to dispose of them’ for “tobaceo, Cotton, tar, or any of the
preduce of that state whiclh can casily be converted into Cash™
proved only a partial success. On the whole, the far South was
coneclnded to be the best market because of ““the poverty of our
‘Hooslers,” who cannot afford to buy for cash’’ and because of
the extremely low prices of bacon and other local products.®

Another shipment of twelve hundred barrels was sent to
Franchere in the spring of 1841, most of which were sent Souts
-to Memphis, Vickshurg, Natchez, Little Rock, and New Orleans.
As Franchere could not go South, he employed his stepson, Jehn
Prince, to take charge of these consignments. A report frem
Texas that Nachitoches would be a good market for fich whe:
the planters came in to sell their erop and buy winter suppliv:
Ied Franchere to determine to risk twenty-five barrels thither.
These trial shipments South hrought reasonably good sales it
1841 and more were sent in January, 1842, but with small sue
cess.® On June 1 Franchere writes of his regret that he conl
not close the fish business; that he found it impossible to forer
fish on the market at any price.

Meantime, the policy of the company with regard to fufnr-

23 Benjamin A. Stanard to Brewster, Dec. 10, 184D,

24 I'ranchére to Crooks, March 10 and May 15, 1841,

35 The letters regarding the sales of fish in the Qhio Valley and south to X%
Orleans, along the Arkansas and in Texas are numerous and full of interesticl

details. Somo eof the most interesting are: Brewsier to Crooks, Sept. 1, 1840
Franchére to Brewster, Nov. 26, 1841; Brewster to Creoks, Qet, 19, 1840; B. &
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gshing had been indicated by Ramsay Crooks in a leiter of
rebruary 8, 1841, to Moses D. Burnelt, one of the salt dealers of
western New York, whio supplied the large quantities of eoarse
calt used in packing the company’s fish: “As the usual time has
arrived for speaking ahout our supply of Salt for the current
vpal we deem it proper to inform vou that Fish has sold so
wsorly the past season that we are not inelined to prosecute the
susiness with our former energy until prospects brighten.”” On
Taly 12 Borup wrote that he had dropped fishing entirvely except
‘or a few boats at Tsle Royale.

As conditions did not improve iu the next vear, and as the
American Iur Company failed in 1842 as a result of business
depression, emigration to the fur country, anwise atternpts to
monopolize the fur trade of the Unifed States, and other causes,
the fisheries were never reorganized. Fish were caught every

season to supply {he needs of the Company’s employees until
the affairs of the concern were wound up late in the forties, but
fishing on a profit-making basis came to an end in 1941. The
enterprise cannot be said to have had a fair trial, chiefly because
ihe period 1837-1842 was one of such extraordinary depression
tiat other food products of the Ohio Valley could find no ade-
quate outlets and so the market was glutted with foodstnifs at
very low prices. Against such obstacles a new and compara-
tively unknown article like lake fich could make 1o headway
towards becoming an accepted article of diet.

A feature of the history of the fisheries that must not be
nmitted is an account of the rivals that appeared on the geene,
“timulated no doubt by the suceess, or apparent success, of the
American Fur Company’s fisheries. The coming of these con-
“2rns marks the end of the American Fur Company’s control of
Lake Superior and demonstrates that the period of the fur
‘Tader in this portion of the Americar frontier was over.

The first concern, apparently, was Wallace and McKay of
Stack River, Ohio, which sent a circular to Crooks in April,
1337, stating its intention to organize a joint stock eompany with
4 capital of $25,000 to carry on fishing in Lake Superior. This
728 doubtless the company of whose formation Brewster wrote

Sanard to Brewster, Dee. 3, 1840; and zearly every letter by Franchere during the
#%riod from Deermber, 1840, to April 23, 1848,

]
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i ihat year,™  If it ever actualk enter ed the. bll\lllt_‘-:. N0 Teear
of it has been mwwmm m the Amenmn Fur {_u]’_‘,_\"‘!']‘— .
papers, :

Represeutatives of the Somhem Lake Compant of Clevelsr
arrived just at the- clo~e of 183911 a vessel which during ,‘-,,
winter was dravwn aver the rortage inch by ineh and lanz*c-mjd' o
the waters of Lake Supe rior. -Even for the short veriod dg

~which it was a ecompetitor of the Ameriean Fur € ompany i
ﬁ\mnw business, it caused the older eoncern a great deai o
u,mlen‘ And some loss® TIts factors brought with them 10 1
lake a cooper, who started at onee to make barrels; a carpentsr i
for making fishing boats: and a supply of seine s and nets, 1 3 '

#
ey

o amouint of itz busi
Sher American Srm :
i - . [ S

;s the ITst American business Lou-e Tmh a seope as wide a3

a0 -

- present houndaries of the fmted States —angd this attemp:
:T-' i‘cnme its profits by adding a muqu_aﬁ' indus fl';.', the dsho
& main ine of actn'ltv 1~ anticipatery. of Lusiness
ally :up’wo ) ‘have been nom-existen
frd Y\ ar. All hings consic ‘;ere_ 1, therefore, the
; 1ig :cLeme of the American Fur Company is worth a some-

elaﬂed stady, de~p1te its brlef existence and 1:1( SH

CErTikine facs
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also heqan at onee to endeavor to lure awav the Ame*uan F“,,
Company ‘s best fishermen and sailors. In Mareh, 1840, a D*m*‘
eompany was also on the lake, which added wining to the fishiz af
and  fur- uadmw which the XNorthern Lake Lomptm‘: Yd
anuneunced fs it object. The ulumate fate of these riv hfu
not been learned After their initial efforts in the s hing i

- try they ‘seem to have turned. their “attention to other things,

m L_v ar the L:.;:.
anbanped for tea.
k wc-ume estimate of

respeeiive foUCULIS

" foreed; Aike the American Fur Campanv 1o recognize tl‘ R S a.ua afcer 22 Jory 18 i o
IESSHE“'& of trying to make money rom Lake’, Superior-fish™ % .o : Tlor q*v*“le.t‘~ 1“"&,\‘“" @ 4'5' '*9925
S The attempt of the Ametican Furf'ompanv tocateh andlas 3 L oy Henes f‘;ﬁ T 3551,
L'i'.'to. market hLe ﬁ-h is mte1‘e=:tmo- as ﬂhowmo' the q“\"-s‘x‘r* o JngT“hecn T 100 g
. phet TRk Wilism Brewster - ‘."1-—;‘ LA 2
Ohio* and \hssmalppl rallev:, from 1\0:‘: to 1*41 s pmm- q 3 L Leman Warmen e o Ij’é‘;, R
the demarnd for home products created by the AL s F T Semmed Lared :
' C'ompanv probably the Iargest single buyer of New Y o"ifr‘ el

. and of Olio’s butter, ‘cheese, candleﬁ lard bacon, eoTn. o
ﬁour and as marking the advenf ot a contmuon\ hm o .\j s
on Lﬂ.ke Superior. — N .
~ In many wars the Amencan Fur Companv was a pren
. example of “Big Business’’ —as witness its atfempt to o7
--the fur market in 1839-40; its detemnanon 1o crush e‘w‘"‘ o~
petitor; its ramifications in all the chief foreign countries, o4
ially England, the German Qtate\. Franee, Ttaly, and Chirs
38 Brs“—ter to CIooks. \o\- 1L, 153 qee ante, pote 23,
AT C‘mo!:s to Bre“‘s‘e:. Xov, 23, 1% I_ef arbook 14:413-23
’ _‘SIa 8 lottér to'Bir George Simpson of Ner, 0, 1\44 La*'e'“oo!i 23:3% "

* Crooks states that the Clevelsnd Company has m::'.dmu-n frem Lake Sunpsnol A
3% 11 carried o3 an exiensive ‘L_\Ae'-zs with several important .'Er'f;::- &

=t *I“.if.'h 273 0{&0 o x* e -pm"‘t.
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