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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Interoffice Communication

March 15, 1995

TO: All Forest Management and Wildlife Division Offices

FROM: Herbert Burns, Acting Deputy Director
SUBJECT: Identifying Potential Old Growth In Operations Inventory

Now that the attached State Forest old growth addendum has received formal approval by
the NRC, it is important to clarify precise procedures to be used in identifying stands as
"potential old growth" (stand condition 8) in the Operations Inventory.

The process begins when a stand examiner (or some other Department planning process),
perhaps in agreement with a public nomination, suggests a stand as "potential old growth",
that is, as a stand with special characteristics or location qualifying it for further
consideration for inclusion in the old growth system. At this point, stand condition 8 (field
13 in column 22) can be entered into the OI data base, but this is still only the stand
examiner’s (or planning) recommendation. If approved in the compartment review (or other
planning process), this "suggested potential old growth" becomes "approved potential old
growth". Until the completion and approval of a final plan that specifies appropriate stand
treatments, no treatment will be done after this step unless approvals are given by the Area,

District, and Regional Forest Managers, the Habitat and District Wildlife Biologists, and the
Regional Wildlife Supervisor.

Such a stand may or may not actually become designated old growth when the final
determinations are made at some future date. At present, this formal designation is
expected to occur in the context of a plan for each State Forest (in other words, at the DNR
District level), with some coordination at the State and Regional levels and with adequate

public review. The development of more specific procedures for such designation will soon
be underway within the Department and with the public.

If the initial recommendation for potential old growth is not approved at the compartment
review or in a similar process, or when it is officially decided that a stand will not be
designated as old growth (as discussed above), the stand condition 8 identifier in the OI

record is to be removed.
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