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swale complex.  Numerous ponds or ponded swales between upland ridges as is characteristic of this 
complex that provide habitat for frogs and other wildlife.  Upland areas are dominated by pine, although 
aspen is common especially further inland.  McNeil Creek flows northeast across the compartment within 
approximately a half mile of the lakeshore.  The entire compartment is in area considered to be part of the 
critical wintering habitat for white-tailed deer.  Closed-canopy conifer cover offers shallower snow depths 
and some protection from the winter weather.  Lowland cedar is also important for birds migrating through 
the area near the lakeshore.  Shoreline areas offer habitat for waterfowl and other species. 
 
Wildlife objectives include protecting the wooded dune-and-swale complex and shoreline for waterfowl and 
migratory song birds, maintaining the closed-canopy cover for deer wintering habitat, and maintaining 
diversity within and between stands.  A component of mature trees will be left within or on the margin of any 
final harvest stands to provide budding and roosting or perching trees, and to increase diversity.  Cuts will 
take place such that remaining tops are available as late fall or winter browse. Wetlands and other 
waterbodies will be buffered to protect these features.  The wooded dune and swale complex will be 
protected to retain this special landscape feature.  Species utilizing habitats within this compartment include 
white-tailed deer, snowshoe hare, moose, bobcat, gray wolf, osprey, hairy woodpecker, and great blue heron. 
 
Mineral Resource and Development Concerns and/or Restrictions: Surface sediments consist of 
lacustrine (lake) sand and gravel. The glacial drift thickness varies between 0 and 100 feet. The Silurian 
Engadine Group subcrops below the glacial drift. The Engadine is quarried for stone/limestone elsewhere in 
the UP.  Gravel pits are located just to the west and potential is good on the uplands. There is no current 
economic oil and gas production in the UP.  
 
Vehicle Access: Big Knob Road originates at US Highway 2 and runs south passing through the 
compartment and ending at Big Knob campground. 
 
Survey Needs: No survey needs at this time. 
 
Recreational Facilities and Opportunities: This compartment has heavy recreational use.  Hunting of deer, 
grouse and other small game, and fishing are the primary recreational uses. The Crow Lake Pathway and the 
Marsh Lakes Pathway offer areas for hiking.  Big Knob campground offers rustic camping on the shores of 
Lake Michigan and sees heavy use during the camping season. 
 
Fire Protection: There is limited access in this compartment.  The predominantly lower ground in this 
compartment reduces the potential for any large-scale fires; however the potential for fires in the pine along 
isolated ridge tops does exist. 
 
Additional Compartment Information:  
 

 Cover Type details, Proposed Treatments, and Stand listings are listed in the attached reports: 
♦ Proposed Treatments – No Limiting Factors 
♦ Proposed Treatments – With Limiting Factors 
♦ Stand Listing – Forested 
♦ Stand Listing – Non Forested 
♦ Special Conservation Area (SCA) Details 

 
 The following information is displayed, where pertinent, on the attached compartment maps:  
♦ Base feature information, stand numbers, cover types 
♦ Proposed treatments 
♦ Proposed road access system 
♦ SCA – Special Conservation Areas 
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Covertype,  Acres, and Age summary
Compartment

Report Date: 08/11/2009
Sault Ste. Marie Mgt. Unit 175
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00Aspen Types 210 98 16 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 1600

00Emergent Wetland 071 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 710

00Herbaceous Openland 02 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20

0352Lowland Coniferous Forest 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 52 0 4030

00Lowland Shrub 068 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 680

00Mixed Upland Conifers 90 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 113 301 0 4230

270Natural Pines 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 152 68 133 47494

00Oak Types 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 0 0 270

170Other Upland Conifers 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 0 0 0 540

00Sand, Soil 0122 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1220

00Upland Shrub 04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40

00Water 037 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 370

94 352 456230 16Total 304 98 0 0 0 0 293 421 133 1845




