
 
SAULT FOREST MANAGEMENT UNIT 

COMPARTMENT REVIEW PRESENTATION 
 

COMPARTMENT # 6   ENTRY YEAR: 2011 
 

Compartment Acreage: 3037 Acres County: Chippewa 
 
 
Revision Date:   August 10, 2009 
 
Stand Examiner:  Jason Caron 
 
Legal Description:  T42N R7E Sections. 7, 8, 16-21; Drummond Island. 
 
Management Goals:  The compartment is within the Drummond Island Management Area. Plans for this 
Management Area are currently being written. One of the more unique compartments due to the 
Potagannissing Flooding, Stevens Lake, tough access, and large inaccessible aspen and hardwood stands on 
the east side of the compartment. This compartment is quite diverse and past management has included 
practices directed at both wildlife and timber. Management goals include not only harvesting for sustainable 
forestry and wildlife values but also leaving some large areas alone for increased diversity. Objectives 
include providing public access for multiple use benefits such as hunting, gathering, ORV/snowmobile riding 
and camping while protecting the natural resources.  
 
Soil and Topography: Soils consist primarily of Shelter Very Stony Loam under the aspen types and 
Markey Carbondale mucks under the lowland types.  The Shelter soil is slightly rolling with many exposed 
limestone bedrock outcrops.  Boulders are prevalent and road construction difficult.  This soil is fertile but 
shallow and wind throw is common.  The mucks are level and very poorly drained. They are located along 
the east, north and west sides of the compartment, adjacent to the water. 
 
Ownership Patterns, Development, and Land Use in and Around the Compartment: Solid block of 
state ownership with one in holding of 40 acres of private land in section 20 (Stevens Lake Camp).  Some 
private holdings border the west side. Both private parcels within and bordering on the compartment are 
hunting clubs.  
  
Unique, Natural Features: According to the latest Michigan Natural Features Inventory; Osprey, Eagle and 
Loon occurrences have been observed in various locations within the Potagannissing Flooding. 
 
Archeological, Historical, and Cultural Features: No known occurrences within this compartment. 
 
Special Management Designations or Considerations: Many areas along Second, Third, and Fourth Lakes 
and Stevens Lake are quite scenic and provide a rather large isolated block well suited to being left in its 
natural state. The east half of the compartment was labeled as potential old growth during the last inventory 
cycle and will remain under this coding.  
 
Watershed and Fisheries Considerations:  This compartment contains First Lake, which is an 
impoundment of the Potagannissing River, as well as part of the river upstream of the impoundment.  First 
Lake provides important spawning habitat for northern pike, which can access the lake through the recently 
built rock ramp structure at Potagannissing Dam (which is just downstream of this compartment).  
Potagannissing River is a warm transitional river.  A 100-foot buffer should be maintained next to these 
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waterbodies.  Beaver dams on and above the rock ramp structure can limit its effectiveness, so beaver 
populations should be discouraged in this area and trapping should be promoted. 
 
Wildlife Habitat Considerations: Compartment 6 lies in the central portion of Drummond Island and is in 
St. Ignace ecological sub-subsection.  This compartment is comprised primarily of lowland cedar and 
lowland and upland aspen-conifer stands. Small hardwood islands occur in several locations and a few ash 
stands occur in the compartment.  Several lakes border the compartment with adjacent lowland habitats and a 
few eagle nests occur in the compartment. The Potagannissing flooding lies along the east edge of the 
compartment. Limited harvest will occur in the compartment and harvested stands will strive to maintain 
maximum species diversity by leaving a component of most species present. Diversity in vertical structure of 
stands and creation of nest and den sites will be enhanced by leaving some large white pine, spruce, and 
aspen behind in aspen final harvests.  Notable wildlife species expected to utilize the compartment include 
white-tailed deer, wolves, snowshoe hare, ruffed grouse, black bear, bobcat, otter, mink, waterfowl and bald 
eagles.  
 
Mineral Resource and Development Concerns and/or Restrictions: Surface sediments consist of thin to 
discontinuous glacial till over bedrock and peat and muck. There is insufficient data to determine the glacial 
drift thickness. The Silurian Burnt Bluff Group, Cabothead Shale and Manitoulin Dolomite and the 
Ordovician Queenston Shale subcrop below the glacial drift. The Burnt Bluff is quarried for stone and the 
Manitoulin could be used for stone/dolomite. Gravel pits are not known in the area, but there may be some 
potential on the upland areas. There is no current economic oil and gas production in the UP.  
 
Vehicle Access: Vehicle access is poor with one road; second lake road, which is in very poor condition. 
 
Survey Needs: Survey needs may exist within section 19 for timber sale preparation. 
 
Recreational Facilities and Opportunities: No recreational facilities exist within this compartment. An 
ORV trail goes through the southern edge of the compartment. Other opportunities for recreation include 
hunting, gathering and snowmobiling. 
 
Fire Protection: Fire protection would be extremely difficult within this compartment. Second Lake Road is 
the only access and it is extremely rough.  
 
Additional Compartment Information:  
 
 

 Cover Type details, Proposed Treatments, and Stand listings are listed in the attached reports: 
♦ Proposed Treatments – No Limiting Factors 
♦ Proposed Treatments – With Limiting Factors 
♦ Stand Listing – Forested 
♦ Stand Listing – Non Forested 
♦ Special Conservation Area (SCA) Details 

 
 The following information is displayed, where pertinent, on the attached compartment maps:  
♦ Base feature information, stand numbers, cover types 
♦ Proposed treatments 
♦ Proposed road access system 
♦ SCA – Special Conservation Areas 
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Compartment 006
T42N, R07E, Sec. 7, 8, 16 - 21
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Unit: Sault Ste Marie
YOE: 2011
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Stand Examiner: Jason Caron
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Covertype,  Acres, and Age summary
Compartment

Report Date: 08/12/2009
Sault Ste. Marie Mgt. Unit 006
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Treatment
Name

Acres Stand
Age

Cover Type
Objective

Size
Density

Treatment
Type

Treatment
Method

Stage1
CoverType

Mgt. Unit PROPOSED TREATMENTS
NO LIMITING FACTORS

006Compartment: Entry Yr:

S
t
a
n
d

Inventory Method: IFMAP
Sault Ste. Marie

08/12/2009Date
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45006013-Cut 75High Density Log Sugar Maple 
Association

Harvest Single Tree Selection8.9

Selectively mark stand to 80 sq. ft. basal area.  If it exists within the sale, do not mark any oak, hemlock, basswood, and yellow birch.

--Tim Maples : 07/20/2009 entered WLD comments for Kristie Sitar: 
WLD comments - Leave any oak, hemlock and yellow birch and other conifers if sparse.

Rev
Cmnt:

Rev
Spec:

13 4110 - Sugar Maple 
Association

Next
Steps:

45006015-Cut 80High Density Log Aspen, Spruce/FirHarvest Clearcut with 
Reserves

258.9

Acceptable regeneration include: Aspen, balsam, spruce, paper birch, maple, and cedar.

Clearcut with reserves. Mark out a few trees representative of the stand within the sale (aspen, spruce, balsam). Do not cut pine, sugar maple, beech, 
ironwood, hemlock, cedar, oak and yellow birch if it exists within the sale.

--Tim Maples : 07/20/2009 entered WLD comments for Kristie Sitar: 
WLD comments - Leave some mature aspen and spruce scattered in the stand.  Leave white pine, cedar, hemlock and some birch and oak if present.

Rev
Cmnt:

Rev
Spec:

15 4130 - Aspen

Next
Steps:

45006024-Cut 75High Density Log Aspen, Spruce/FirHarvest Clearcut with 
Reserves

28.9

Acceptable regeneration include: aspen, balsam, spruce, birch, cedar, oak, hemlock. 

Clearcut with reserves. Within the sale do not cut pine, sugar maple, beech, ironwood, hemlock, cedar, oak and yellow birch if it exists within the sale.

--Tim Maples : 07/20/2009 entered WLD comments for Kristie Sitar: 
WLD comments - Leave pine, hemlock, cedar and oak and birch if present.  Leave some mature aspen and spruce scattered in the stand.

Rev
Cmnt:

Rev
Spec:

24 4136 - Aspen, 
Mixed Conifer

Next
Steps:

296.7
Total Treatment 

Acreage Proposed:
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Treatment
Name

Acres Stand
Age

Cover Type
Objective

Size
Density

Treatment
Method

Treatment 
Type

Stage1
Cover Type

Mgt. Unit PROPOSED TREATMENTS
WITH LIMITING FACTORS

006Compartment: Entry Yr:
S
t
a
n
d

Inventory Method:  IFMAP
Sault Ste. Marie

08/12/2009Date

Page 1 of  1

Rev
Cmnt:

Rev
Spec:

Limiting Factor
and Comment:

Next
Steps:

No Treatment 
Reason

0
Total Treatment 

Acreage Proposed:



SCA Name Acres

Mgt. Unit

PROPOSED SPECIAL CONSERVATION AREA* (SCA) DETAILS 

006Compartment:

Stand

Inventory Method: IFMAP

Sault Ste. Marie

Comments

* This is a partial list of SCAs for this compartment.  Not included are those areas identified under other Department initiatIves 
(Natural Rivers, Deer Wintering Areas, etc.).  Those will be identified in separate, future map and report products.

08/12/2009Date:

Page 1 of  1

1759.3 Stands were previously labeled as Stand Condition 8, (Potential Old 
Growth) within OI. This large portion of the compartment serves as a 
buffer around the Potagannissing River, Second, Third and Fourth 
Lakes and Stevens Lake . Many areas along these lakes are quite 
scenic and provide a rather large isolated block well suited to being left 
in its natural state.  

45006_SCA_East_Edtmultiple - see map



Type

Mgt. Unit
006Compartment:
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Sault Ste. Marie

Description

08/12/2009Report Date:

* This is a list of Dedicated Biodiversity Areas for this compartment along with a 1/4 mile buffer surrounding the compartment.  
Refer to Dedicated Conservation Area Map for areas that the below listed Conservation Areas are located.

DEDICATED CONSERVATION AREA DETAILS

Conservation 
Area SCA = Special Conservation Area

HCVA = High Conservation Value Area
ERA = Ecological Reference Area

An aquatic or terrestrial area of the State that contains physical remains of human occupation. These are 
sites of cultural and historical significance that may occur upon terrestrial areas and Great Lakes 
bottomlands. They include thousands of Native American settlements and burial sites, as well as French 
and British outposts, nineteenth century logging camps,  mines and homesteads. Beneath the waters of the 
Great Lakes, there are shipwrecks and other remains documenting the maritime trade. Such sites may be 
identified by Natural heritage data from the State Historic Preservation Office.  Proposed treatments in this 
compartment will be implemented in such a manner as to maintain the integrity of these sites.  Due to the 
sensitive nature of this information, no further detail about location is available.

Archaeological 
Site

SCA

Great Lakes Islands provide significant habitat for numerous species, including many rare plants and 
animals, several of which are endemic or largely restricted to the Great Lakes region.  Due to their isolation, 
islands provide good examples of many Great Lakes-associated natural communities and ecosystems, and 
thus have potential to provide insights for understanding the consequences of human disturbance on the 
increasingly fragmented ecosystems of the mainland.

Great Lakes 
Islands

SCA




