
   

 
GAYLORD FOREST MANAGEMENT UNIT 

COMPARTMENT REVIEW PRESENTATION 
 

COMPARTMENT: 175 
 

ENTRY YEAR:  2008 
Compartment Acreage:  2,631 

County:  Cheboygan 
 
 
Revision Date:        
 
 
Stand Examiner:  Dan Heckman  
 
 
Legal Description:  T35N R02W Sec 22-24, 26, 27, 34 
 
 
Management Unit Goals:  To provide for the protection, integrated management and responsible use of a 
healthy, productive and undiminished forest resource base for the social, recreational, environmental and 
economic benefit of the State of Michigan. 
 
 
Soil and Topography: There are four major soil groups in this compartment.  The Western ½ of the 
compartment is Grayling Sand.  The East ½ is comprised of Blue Lake sands, Cheboygan Sands and Lupton 
muck in the lower areas. 
 
 
Ownership Patterns, Development, and Land Use in and Around the Compartment:  This compartment 
is bounded by both private land and State land.  Property along the Pigeon River is all private, which bisects 
the compartment.  The Pigeon River Woods subdivision is located on the West side of the Pigeon River and 
bordered by State land to the west.  Treatments on this State land will impact visual concerns from those 
residences. The private lands to the East of the compartment are rural areas with scattered residences.  State 
land borders the compartment to the North and West. 
 
 
Unique, Natural Features:  Hill’s thistle, Lake Cress, and Eagle are documented in the compartment. There is 
also potential for red-shouldered hawk, goshawk, massasauga, wood turtle, eagle, osprey, and great blue heron 
rookeries. Rare, threatened, and endangered plant species that are found in habitats common to those of this 
compartment Hill's thistle, rough fescue, Alleghany plum, and pale agoseris.  There is also potential for insects such 
as the dusted skipper, Doll's merolonche, blazing star borer moth, grizzled skipper and red legged spittlebug in grassy 
openings and open jack pine. 
 
 
Archeological, Historical, and Cultural Features:  
 
 
Special Management Designations or Considerations: None 
 



   

Watershed and Fisheries Considerations:  The Pigeon River and Little Pigeon River flow through this 
compartment.  The prescribed management actions are appropriate for the protection of these waterbodies. 
 
 
Wildlife Habitat Considerations:  This is a diverse compartment that contains all of the major forest types 
in this part of Michigan.  This forest type and age class diversity will be maintained through the forest 
treatments prescribed.  Stands 2, 4, 12 and 18 are some of the stands that are being left untreated for this 
period for structural diversity.  Stands that are prescribed for clearcuts will have combinations of oak, beech 
and red pine left in them. 
 
 
Mineral Resource and Development Concerns and/or Restrictions:  Surface sediments consist of coarse-
textured glacial till and lacustrine (lake) sand and gravel. The glacial drift thickness varies between 0 and 
400 feet. The Devonian Traverse Group subcrops below the glacial drift. The Traverse is used for stone and 
cement products. Afton Quarry is located in Section 36?. Gravel pits are located in the area, and there is 
potential. The nearest oil and gas production, the Antrim Shale gas play, is located 15 miles to the south. The 
Antrim Shale is absent in this area and there is no known oil and gas potential. 
 
 
Vehicle Access:  There are several good dirt roads in the compartment providing access off of county roads. 
 
 
Survey Needs:  None 
 
 
Recreational Facilities and Opportunities:  There are no designated trails or recreational sites in this 
compartment.   
  
 
Fire Protection:  
 
 
Additional Compartment Information:  
 
 
 
 
 
Ø The following 5 reports from the Operations Inventory System (OIPC) are attached: 

♦ Cover Type by Age Class 
♦ Cover Type by Management Objective 
♦ Compartment Volume Summary 
♦ Proposed Treatments – No Limiting Factors 
♦ Proposed Treatments – With Limiting Factors 

 
Ø The following information is displayed, where pertinent, on the attached compartment maps:  

♦ Base feature information, stand numbers, cover types 
♦ Proposed treatments 
♦ Proposed road access system 
♦ Suggested potential old growth 
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Page 1 of  1TABLE 3:

(acres shown in boxes)

05/02/2006 11:57:27 AM Michigan Department of Natural Resources  -  Operations Inventory System
Individual Compartment Report

MACKINAW STATE FOREST GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT CHEBOYGAN 175COMPARTMENT:COUNTY

122 220 83 353 12 82Aspen 8786

Cedar 3838

12Grass 12

102 94 229 7 3 2Jack Pine 665228

45 1Lowlnd Brush 46

22 41 18Lowlnd Poplr 81

16Mx Swmp Cnfr 15088 46

27Non Stocked 27

7 7 34Oak 14348 47

58 44 119 33 66 7Red Pine 4242 95

Spruce Fir 33

25Swamp Hrdwds 25

3Upland Brush 3

19Upland Hdwds 10081

7White Pine 3629

84 144 329 235 670 144 56 182 76 2631Total 372 142 3 29 46 38 81
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F E T D U M Z W

Page 1 of  1TABLE 3A:

(acres shown in boxes)

05/02/2006 11:57:37 AM Michigan Department of Natural Resources  -  Operations Inventory System
Individual Compartment Report

MACKINAW STATE FOREST GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT CHEBOYGAN 175COMPARTMENT:COUNTY

878Aspen 878A

38Cedar 38C

12Grass 12G

665Jack Pine 665J

46Lowlnd Brush 46L

Lowlnd Poplr 8181P

Mx Swmp Cnfr 150150Q

Non Stocked 2727X

21 7Oak 143115O

8Red Pine 424416R

Spruce Fir 33F

Swamp Hrdwds 2525E

Upland Brush 33U

Upland Hdwds 100100M

White Pine 3636W

907 38 12 672 46 2631Total 81 150 27 115 25 416 3 3 100 36



05/02/2006 11:57:46 AM Michigan Department of Natural Resources  -  Operations Inventory System
Individual Compartment Report

MACKINAW STATE FOREST GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT CHEBOYGAN 175COMPARTMENT:COUNTY

Table 10  -   COMPARTMENT VOLUME SUMMARY  - ALL STANDS

Page 1 of  1TABLE 10:

COMPARTMENT SUMMARY 

CUT VOLUMETOTAL VOLUME

639

2631

Total Cmpt Acres  Acres Proposed For Cut..............

  

  

 

4234Hardwood Cds

595Hardwood Mbf

4127Softwood Cds

170Softwood Mbf

9891Sum CutVol Cds

10737Hardwood Cds

1472Hardwood Mbf

9829Softwood Cds

1528Softwood Mbf

26566Sum TotVol Cds
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GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT Compartment: 175Proposed Treatments 
With NO Limiting Factors 

Entry Year:  2008

13 A9 12 49 60 mature final harvest 1aspen (upland)

Stand borders Ostrander Rd to the south, PVT to the East, and the litle pigeon to the West.  Mature Aspen, ready for final harvest, has trail rd 
running through stand north-south.  Keep west line on top of ravive for BMP concerns.

Fmd :comnts

14 J9 2 61 55 mature final harvest 1 natural regenerationjack pine

Skinny stand of JP sawlogs and poletimber along pvt ownership to the East.  Small rustic log cabin on pvt near stand, may have been buffer 
for that when adj stand was harvested.  Final harvest, scarify to promote JP regen along with aspen.  Regen will be a mixed stand.  Found pipe 
for west 1/4 cor section 24, just northwest of cabin about two chains.

Fmd :comnts

21 A9 44 59 55 mature final harvest 1aspen (upland)

Nice BT Aspen stand on hardwood soil- AFO.  Stand could be managed for hardwood, but aspen is doing extremely well.  Noticed old red 
paint fom adjacent sale last YOE; sale was not entirley cut due to wetness. Soils are a Blue Lake loamy sand.  This stand is one of few stands 
in the compartment that is high and dry with mature timber.  PRESCRIPTION; FINAL HARVEST, CREATE BRUSH PILES WITH 
BALSAM FIR TOPS AND OTHER TOPS FOR SS HARE HABITAT , LEAVE STANDING POCKETS OF IRON WOOD FOR RUFFED 
GROUSE WINTER SEED SOURCE, LEAVE ALL OAK, PROTECT STANDING SNAGS AND/OR DEN TREES.

Fmd :comnts

25 R9 33 52 60 mature seed tree 1 other - specify in 
remarks

red pine

Natural RP dominates the stand with heavy component of mature aspen and JP.  Pine appears to be fire origin.  Most of the Aspen is poor 
quality.  Prescription: Leave 20 Ba of RP as seed source, remove all aspen and JP; and RP not marked as leave trees.  Other various species 
should be harvested as well (BF RM, etc).  Chip tops for fuel reduction, do a post harvest burn to promote Natural JP and RP reproduction.  
KOTAR is PVcd.

Fmd :comnts

38 M6 62 55 unevenaged thinning 1northern hardwood

Poor quality hardwood stand with scattered Aspen clones that are mature.  Large mast producing NRO are also scattered throughout the 
stand.  Prescription:  Thin stand to 80 BA, harvest all aspen clones, which will create nice canopy gaps- will need to mark any other species in 
aspen clones to create opening.  Thin heavy around oaks to promote reproduction.

Fmd :comnts

39 R6 8 46 65 low quality final harvest 1 natural regenerationaspen (upland)

Planted RP, not thinned last YOEwith adjacent stands, probably due to hardwood and aspen competition resulting in low stocking levels and 
high seedling mortality.  Need to liquidate stand and start over, let aspen hardwood mix regenerate.  Final Harvest, include surrounding aspen 
clones in harvest.

Fmd :comnts

41 R6 15 44 60 mature thinning 1red pine

Planted RP, thinned every third row last YOE, needs second thinning this YOE.  Mark stand to 90 BA.Fmd :comnts

52 O9 31 84 60 mature thinning 1oak

Oak stand w RO and WO both well represented, both saws and pulp.  Aspen is mature, RM scatteredthroughout the stand.  Shelterwood 
harvest,  by removing all aspen and RM, leave Oak and WP (few individuals)  protect WP understory.  Specify shortwood operation to 
minimize damage to residual Oak and WP.  Acceptable Regen will be a mix of Aspen, Oak, and RM.

Fmd :comnts

58 J6 30 79 45 mature final harvest 1 plantingjack pine

Mature JP stand, poor quality stems, same with oak.  Stand is bordered by Old Onaway rd and Big Sky Trail, visual management is going to 
be a concern, leave 5 trees per acre to adress those concerns, require low stump heights.  Chip tops. Re-plant to JP.

Fmd :comnts

59 J6 9 79 50 mature final harvest 1 other - specify in 
remarks

jack pine

Mature JP stand, larger diameters than stand to the west.  Stand is adjacent to old Onaway rd, visual concerns may become an issue.  Final 
harvest, mark 2 trees an acre as seed trees, when harvesting specify to leave 50% of the tops on the ground to help carry the fire, chip the rest.  
Do a post harvest burn after seed drops to promote natural JP reproduction.

Fmd :comnts

60 J6 47 79 50 mature final harvest 1 plantingjack pine

Mature stand of JP, sparse area in middle of stand between RP stands.  Final harvest, chip tops.  Re-plant to Jack Pine.Fmd :comnts

61 R6 32 39 55 immature thinning 1red pine

Planted RP, 40 yrs old, BA of RP is at about 130, when you add the oak and scattered JP BA is at 190.  Thin stand, take out every third row 
and remove all JP in adjacent rows. Cut the Oak in the Take rows, leave on ground for CWD, stand will  result in a BA of about 120.

Fmd :comnts

62 O6 7 60 50 mature final harvest 1 other - specify in 
remarks

jack pine

Poor quality Pin Oak, mature with scattered JP, which are also mature.  Final harvest, mark 2 trees an acre as seed trees, when harvesting 
specify to leave 50% of the tops on the ground to help carry the fire, chip the rest.  Do a post harvest burn after seed drops to promote natural 
JP reproduction.

Fmd :comnts

Page 1 of  2 05/02/2006



Stand
Cover
Type Acres Age

Site
Index

Mgt
Obj Condition

Method
Cut

Harvest
Priority

Cultural
Need

FDF
Status

GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT Compartment: 175Proposed Treatments 
With NO Limiting Factors 

Entry Year:  2008

63 R6 29 39 55 immature thinning 1red pine

Planted RP, 40 yrs old, BA of RP is at about 130, when you add the oak and scattered JP BA is at 190.  Thin stand, take out every third row 
and remove all JP in adjacent rows. Cut the Oak in the Take rows, leave on ground for CWD, stand will  result in a BA of about 120.

Fmd :comnts

64 J6 18 79 50 mature final harvest 1 plantingjack pine

Mature JP stand.  Stand is adjacent to old Onaway rd, visual concerns may become an issue.  Final harvest, chip tops, replant to Jack PineFmd :comnts

70 J5 39 78 50 sparse final harvest 1 plantingjack pine

Poor quality JP, mature with Oak component.  Final harvest,  chip tops.  Plant to Jack Pine.Fmd :comnts

77 J6 85 78 50 sparse final harvest 1 other - specify in 
remarks

jack pine

Mature Jack Pine with Oak component.  Final harvest, mark 2 JP trees an acre as seed trees and 3-5 Oak per acre as leave trees, when 
harvesting specify to leave 50% of the tops on the ground to help carry the fire, chip the rest.  Do a post harvest burn after seed drops to 
promote natural JP reproduction.

Fmd :comnts

89 O6 25 89 55 mature shelterwood-seed 1oak

Oak stand with healthy component of poletimer and saws.  Stand has a fair amount of hardwood competition, Aspen are mature.  Ridge tops 
have stunted tree heights, all species, west side of ridge is lesser quality , lower stocking.  Prescription: Shelterwood, mark 40 BA of mature 
healthy crowned Oak as leave trees for regen protection, age class diversity, mast production, and seed source.  Do not cut scattered RP and 
WP.  Harvest all aspen, various hardwood species, and unmarked Oak.

Fmd :comnts

93 A6 38 60 50 mature final harvest 1aspen (upland)

Aspen/Oak/RP stand with componet of red maple through out.  Aspen is mature, Oak is decent, poor quality for product, but valuable mast 
producers.  Final harvest with residuals.  Leave all Oak, RP, WP.  Harvest all aspen and RM. Aspen will regenerate with a mix of Oak and 
pine.

Fmd :comnts

96 O6 22 91 50 mature thinning 1oak

Nice quality stems of northern red oak and various hardwood species, on the top of Blatz Hill, Soil is an East Lake sand.  Stand has Aspen 
clones that are mature and should be removed before they start to decline.  Oak crowns are becoming crowded.  Thin stand to 70 BA, mark 
trees Oak and hardwood trees to cut, designate aspen for harvest, leave tree mark a few aspen per acre to leave as snag trees.  Found 
Leatherwood in the stand.

Fmd :comnts

136 E6 25 59 55 mature seed tree 1 other - specify in 
remarks

paper birch

Lowland hardwood stand with strong component of WB throughout.  Also a decent component of Aspen and Black Ash.   Aspen are mature-
over mature.  Would like to promote Birch regeneration in the stand after harvest.  Mark 20 BA of leave trees of healthy crowned WB.  
Specify summer cut for scarification purposes, recommend tree length skidding as well.

Fmd :comnts

141 R6 8 44 60 mature thinning 1red pine

Planted RP, thinned every third row last YOE, needs second thinning this YOE.  Mark stand to 90 BA.Fmd :comnts

621Total Acres.......
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GAYLORD FOREST MGT UNIT Compartment: 175Proposed Treatments
With Limiting Factors

Entry Year:  2008

18 P6 18 44 50 mature final harvest 3balsam poplar & 
swamp aspen and 
swamp white birch

TREATMENT LIMITING FACTORS:

Dense stand of P type , some areas hevier to a Q type.  This stand was created because it was left uncut from a harvest last YOE (seven over 
aspen).  Was not cut due to exessive rutting, two attemps were made to move back into the sale, but damage to the soil was significant enough 
to remove the producers from the sale, both times during Febuaray.  May be able to cut given a good winter with extended periods of zubzero 
temps, but will have to monitor closley.  Stand will be prescribed with a limiting factor of too wet.

Fmd :comnts

Too wet

18Total Acres.......
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